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The Consumers’: Observation Post 





THE SLOW DRIVER can be almost as much of a menace as the speeder The 
American Automobile Association has pointed out that, while there are no 
statistics to show how many accidents "Sunday snails" are responsible for, 
it is obvious that they force many trouble situations on other drivers 
The abnormally slow driver who picks up a long tail of following cars is a 
promoter of accidents because sooner or later somebody in line is going to 
lose patience and try to pass no matter how far back he may be The A.A.A. 
is active in trying to get state legislators to pass laws to control slow- 
pokes as well as speeders. In some sections, posting minimum speed limits 
has been helpful in keeping traffic moving with safety 


* * * 


KODACHROME PHOTOGRAPHIC FILM may now be processed by local dealers in- 
stead of being mailed directly to the Kodak laboratories in Rochester, N.Y 
The Department of Justice took action against the Eastman Kodak Company for 
violation of anti-trust laws, and a consent agreement signed early in the 
fall provided for an end to Eastman’s monopoly on the development of its 
color photographic film. If often happens, however, that when the federal 
government slays a political or economic dragon, the consumer has to pay 
Under the system of direct handling by the Eastman Kodak Company, the con- 
sumer paid $4.95 for a 36-exposure roll of 35 mm. Kodachrome This amount 
included the cost of the film and the cost of processing at the Kodak labo- 
ratories. Now that the "monopoly" has been abolished, the consumer will 
pay $2.60 for the film, and it will cost him at least $2.50 for processing, 
or a total of $5.10. The increase is due to the added handling and book- 
keeping costs involved in the new setup called for by the government’s 
action. 

= 

HAIR COLOR RINSES which provide a temporary tint that lasts until the 
next shampoo are usually vegetable colors combined with tartaric acid. The 
vegetable type of rinse is put out by Roux, Nestle-LeMur, Noreen, and 
Helena Rubinstein. The other type of color rinse is a weak solution of an 
aniline-—type hair dye and can be recognized by the warning label required 
by the Food and Drug Administration on all coal-tar hair dyes. Roux, 
Nestle-—LeMur, and Clairol put out rinses of the aniline type, according to 
Chemical Week. 


VINYL FLOOR COVERINGS are sometimes promoted as easy to maintain be- 
cause they do not require waxing. In actual practice, however, women are 
not particularly pleased with what the trade calls a “low gloss" on the 
vinyl covered floor, and the only way to secure a high gloss is to wax it 
According to Retailing Daily, at least one customer was so irritated at the 
misleading claims which had sold her on vinyl tile that she refused to pay 
for her floor when she found it needed to be waxed after cleaning. Several 
manufacturers have felt it advisable to indicate in their advertising for 
vinyl floor coverings that occasional waxing is required for good looks and 
easier cleaning. The companies which hold to the no-waxing appeal point 
out that a high gloss has the disadvantage of showing up scuff marks 
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BUY QUILTED BED PADS a size larger than needed, to allow for shrinkage 
when they are washed, advises the executive of a large commercial laundry. 
He pointed out that homemakers who have tumbler-type dryers find that 
quilted cotton bed pads shrink excessively. Hospitals and other institu- 
tions, aware of this problem, buy oversize pads, thus allowing for the 
proper dimensions after washing. 
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THE ELIMINATION OF WHITE BREAD made with chemically treated flour from 
the diet is called for in certain types of severe chronic skin disease by 
one physician. At a meeting of the Texas Academy of General Practice last 
fall, Dr. Arthur G. Schoch of Dallas pointed out that many of his patients 
improved markedly within a few weeks after they quit eating commercially- 
made white bread. He also indicated that he had treated a number of pa- 
tients suffering from perpetuation of a penicillin reaction by eliminating 
milk from their diets. The penicillin appears in the milk of cows which 
have been given penicillin injections for various diseases. Another physi- 
cian at the same conference suggested that some of the hives doctors were 
called upon to treat might be caused by penicillin in milk. 

oe @ @ 


WATCH OUT FOR CHRISTMAS CREPE PAPER and New Year’s confetti stains on 
rugs and carpets. The National Institute of Rug Cleaning has pointed out 
that wet crepe paper and confetti in holiday colors may permanently stain 
rugs and carpets. The Institute recommends immediate first-aid action, 
when a rug becomes marked with such a stain, by applying a solution con- 
sisting of a teaspoonful of neutral soapless detergent in half a pint of 
warm water. Apply the solution directly to the stain a few drops at a time 
with an eye dropper, wiping it with a clean, white, unstarched cloth or 
cleansing tissues to blot up the moisture. It is important to keep wiping 
the treated spot until the moisture is removed. 


* * * 


DECAFFEINATED INSTANT COFFEES contain about one-fortieth of the amount 
of caffeine present in regular instant coffees. According to a study made 
by the Chemical Laboratory of the American Medical Association, this is 
equivalent to about 2 to 2.5 milligrams of caffeine per cup, where regular 
instant coffee contains 86 to 99 milligrams per cup. 

me 


NEW USES for radiation and radioactive isotopes are found almost 
daily. In addition, there is the successful power development of submarine 
reactors, and it is only a matter of time before atomic power for general 
use becomes a reality. In the light of all these developments, Dr. Joe W. 
Howland of the University of Rochester, School of Medicine and Dentistry, 
has pointed out that with each new development the potential of increased 
hazard becomes greater. It is therefore important to alert the public to 
the dangers involved in exposure and to educate them in specific protection 
methods. Dr. Howland, in an address before the New York State Medical 
Society, noted that some residual damage follows each small dose of X-ray 
exposure so that the ultimate long-term effect of a series of exposures is 
identical with that of a single massive dose. He described the effect of 
subacute radiation as "markedly delayed death" which may be interpreted as 
aging and which may have some relation to cancer, cataracts, and sterility 
as well as potential changes in succeeding generations. He suggested that 
certain precautions in handling X-ray machines or radioisotopes were essen- 
tial for operators of radiation devices to minimize the hazard of frequent 


exposure. 
eh ~ | 

THE LABELING OF TEXTILE FIBERS under Federal Trade Commission rules is 
somewhat inadequate at the present time. If a fabric contains 5 percent or 
more of wool, it is subject to the Wool Products Labeling Act and must be 
labeled with the percentage of fiber content in the order of importance. 
If a fabric contains 5 percent or more rayon or acetate it is subject to 
the Trade Practice Rules for this industry and must name acetate, rayon, 
and other fibers separately in order of importance, but without listing the 
percentage used in seach case. Other man-made fibers such as Orlon, Dacron, 
and nylon are not subject to any special labeling regulations, nor is a 
cotton fabric required to be so labeled. 

aS .& 


FOREIGN CARS are quite fashionable in some sections of the country 
although they are not offering any serious competition to the standard 
(The continuation of this section is on page 31) 
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Tuning controls are found in a number of locations 
in the new receivers as manufacturers allempl lo give 
their sels a “different” look and new sales appeal 
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The New 1956 Television Receivers 


ONSUMERS’ ReseaRCH would be happy to 
C report that the new 1956 model receivers 
are greatly changed and improved. But it seems 
that the TV manufacturers are taking a page 
from the auto manufacturers’ book, and have 
only given the new sets a face-lifting—or lower- 
ing. Some have merely positioned their con- 
trols above the picture tube and introduced other 
minor changes, but their sets offer little improve- 
ment in any important respect. One of the new 
but relatively unimportant developments being 
featured is a timer clock which turns the set on 
and off at pre-selected times. Remote control 
systems, either connected by wires to the set 
(Emerson, Philco, and RCA Victor, for example) 
or operating on a projected light beam from a 
flashlight (Zenith), are available on some of the 
high-priced models. 

Many brands now employ vertical chassis, 
which were at first considered to be advantage- 
ous for servicemen. Some servicemen who have 
worked on the new chassis for more than a year 
are now of the opinion that they prefer the older 
type, horizontal chassis. Certainly, these older 
receivers are lasting longer and performing better 
after several years’ use than many 
people expected they would. Few 


informed 
receivers, 
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even of 1948 vintage, are being discarded: they 
are either kept as second sets in the home or are 
resold by the dealer when turned in on a new set 

There is a slight general price increase to be 
noticed on practically all models. The increase 
is apparently due to increased costs of steel and 
copper, rather than to improvements stressed 
by the manufacturers. Many of the less expen- 
sive models in the $150 up to $240 class employ 
a metal cabinet; some use 
pressed-wood. Plastic 
proved not to be fully desirable, as they were 
Prices 
are higher for a good quality wood cabinet, even 


composition of 
cabinets have evidently 


not used in the newest sets tested by CR 


in a table model; for these, prices start at the 
$200 level, although the 
tical to those in a less expensive receiver using 
the metal cabinet, at $150 
not represent the actual extra cost of the wood 
saleability, the 


“works’’ may be iden- 
Fifty dollars does 
cabinet, but only the extra 
greater value of a sound wood cabinet in the 
purchaser's mind 

So far as picture quality goes, there has been 
no significant improvement in the last three 
years, a point consumers should bear in mind 
when listening to sales talks or reading adver 


tising. The majority of the new receivers offer 
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good quality. Except in areas fairly distant or 
hidden by hills or buildings from the transmit- 
ting station, even the cheap models are now, in 
most instances, sufficiently sensitive to present 


a practically “‘snowless”’ picture 

Many receivers are now so made that the 
safety glass can be removed from the front to 
permit cleaning. In one respect, this is an ad- 
vantageous feature, since the front of the pic- 
ture tube and the rear of the safety glass do col- 
lect dust which can become annoying to the 
viewer 

With the rise in popularity of high fidelity, 
several manufacturers are now advertising TV 
receivers claimed to have greatly improved audio 
(sound) circuits and better speaker systems 
While none of these to which CR has listened 
offer anything approximating high-fidelity musi- 
cal qualities, some do present an improvement 
over the poor audio quality found in most TV 
receivers of previous years 4nd in the sets in- 
cluded in this report. Unfortunately, however, 
if you want really good audio you will have to 
pay a premium price for it; better audio will be 
found in only a few of the more expensive mod- 
els, at over $400, e.g., certain sets of Hoffman 
and Magnavox. 

Two years ago, the aluminized picture tube, 
which improves picture clarity somewhat, and 
offers better contrast in the picture, was a luxury 
feature found only in the more expensive models 
For 1956, it has become commonplace on even 
$150 21-inch table-model TV sets 

CR receives many requests for information on 
portable teievision receivers. So far as is known 
to CR, no truly portable receiver operating on 
batteries is manufactured in the U.S. at this 


time. All the small 14- and 17-inch so-called 


portable TV sets available must be plugged 
into the power line. 


There are a few makes 








Improved illuminated channel indicator, a worth-while 
feature available on some RCA models. 

















Many receivers now use a so-called vertical chassis —seen 
al the left, instead of the more conventional, and older, 
horizontal chassis —righl 


which are sufficiently light in weight (40 to 50 
pounds) to be considered reasonably portable, 
if the user is healthy and well-muscled. Persons 
interested in a “second” set light enough to be 
carried might well examine the table-model 
receivers tested. The physical size and weight 
of those employing ‘‘competitive’ chassis has 
been reduced noticeably as compared with re- 
ceivers two to four years old. One manufacturer 
(General Electric) has introduced recently a re- 
ceiver with a 14-inch viewing tube which is said 
to weigh less than 35 pounds. That's getting 
pretty close to real portability 

One definite trend to be noted in the newest 
receivers is the use of printed circuits and other 
similar electronic developments which lend them- 
selves to automatic assembly operations. Small 
pre-assembled sub-panels were present in most 
of the receivers tested. Admiral is producing a 
chassis in which 75 percent of the wiring and cir- 
cuit.elements are said to be machine-assembled 
and connected. Other manufacturers are ex- 
pected to adopt similar procedures as soon as the 
intricate and expensive machinery needed is 
developed and available. 

Consumers wanting a new set are advised to 
shop around since sizable discounts from list 
prices are often available. 


Advertising claims 

The uninitiated consumer will come upon 
many “‘technical’’ and confusing claims when 
considering advertising for the various brands of 
TV receivers available. It should suffice to say 
that most of the features stressed in the advertis- 
ing of a particular manufacturer are found on all 
or nearly all sets, and are not just special fea- 
tures of the one make being advertised. Phrases, 
such as “‘all clear aluminized 90° deflection pic- 
ture tube,” “intercarrier sound system," ‘‘safety 
glass," “‘local-distance switch,’ “long distance 
circuit,"’ “range finder,”” and many others, refer 
to parts or characteristics present in practically 
any receiver you might decide to purchase. 
There is thus no need to allow such claims—or 
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any advertising claims or sales talk, indeed —to 
The great 
majority of the receivers now offered utilize a 
21-inch picture tube. The difference between a 
set with 260 square inches of viewing area and 


become a part of your basis of choice 


one having 270 square inches is quite unimpor 
tant, for the viewer will likely find—if he does 
investigate—-that both use the same numbered 
tube, with practically 
It's something like the case of the automobile 
manultacturer know exactly how 
many horsepower to claim for his new car's en 
gine till he finds out what his chief competitor is 
Such 
matters are often settled in the sales depar tment 
stafis of the 


the same viewing area 


who doesn't 


going to claim for Ais latest production 


rather than by the engineering 
manutacturer 


Should | buy color? 


If you have seen a color program, liked it, and 
can afford the present high cost of a receiver 
$700 to $1000 or more—go ahead and make your 
purchase. But don’t be disappointed if you are 
unable to find a serviceman with the necessary 
knowledge to adjust or repair your color receiver 
when needed and it may be needed soon, and 
fairly often 


and will likely be poor and very expensive lor 


Service facilities are most important, 
years to come. Few will deny that a color pro 
gram properly transmitted and received on a 


correctly designed and adjusted receiver will 


be enjovable to watch. Certainly well-rendered 
color pictures are more pleasing than the black 
and-white picture we are used to. Until a much 
larger percentage of the programs are in color, 
however, it is doubtful that color will catch on 
N.B.C., for example, has scheduled only 60 hours 
of color per month for the fall and winter, with a 
few extra programs a possibility. Until color 
sets really catch on, become fairly well stand- 
ardized in design, and prices come down, CR 
advises great caution in the buying of any color 
TV set 

Even the manufacturers are exercising cau 
tion, and only a few have color receivers avail 
able; none are in stock in any quantity. Except 
for RCA who, it is understood, are selling part 
of their 
manufacturers, those who have the most to lose 
should start to roll before they are 


production of chassis to some other 


if “‘color”’ 
ready with a set are still developing and im 
proving the tubes and circuitry required for 
their own thinking of 
makers was likely well expressed by Dr. DuMont 
of DuMont Laboratories. He stated this sum 
mer that “In 3 or 4 years technical and manu 
facturing progress will be such that a color tel 


receivers The many 


vision receiver with a screen-size equivalent to 


present 21-inch black and white sets will be 
manufactured and can be sold for somewhere in 
the neighborhood of $500." As CR has indi 
cated previously, until color programs are avail 
able in quantity and quality, and receivers cost 
less than $500, the average viewer of limited 
financial means will be well advised to await the 


development of better and cheaper sets 


CR’s tests 


The differences between the various makes ol 
the 1956 model receivers tested were usually 
slight. Audio quality remained poor, compara 
tively, on all table 
as yet expect good quality audio in this kind of 


models orn simply cannot 


receiver Picture quality, with few exceptions 


is now generally good In the listings that fol 
low, the differences, mainly minor, found in CR's 
tests are indicated All the models tested can 
be equipped for reception of the ultra high fre 
quencies (UHF) at from $10 to $40 extra 
Readers will be interested to note that some 
sets having a competitive or “special” (3rd 
grade) chassis were found to perform as well as 
receivers of other makes having the so-called 


de luxe (2nd grade) line of chassis 


A. Recommended 


Admiral, Model C23B2N Admiral ¢ orp., © hicage 





$260 
A satislactory receiver in most respect Acoustical range 
would likely be narrower in table models using the same 
chassis 
Description \ console model employing Admiral 
de luxe chassis ertical, see text 17 tubes, 2 recti 


fiers, and 21-in. aluminized self-focusing picture tubs 
Cabinet of wood, and of light construction Puning 


controls at front above pacture tubs 














Zenith has available a new remole-control gadget which 
allows one to tune some models from the easy chair A beam 
of light is merely spotted on certain areas of the receiver 
Some other manufacturers accomplish a similar result by use 
of connecting wires. Both ideas should be a boon to the tired 
businessman 
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Operation: The picture was clear, steady, and of 
ample brightness \bility to receive a clear picture 
in fringe areas (sensitivity satisfactory Abilit 
to reject external interference, very good, best ol 


receivers tested in this respect Radiation from re 


ceiver, desirably low Operation at reduced lin 
voltage, satisfactory. Quality of sound output from 
5144 x 10 in. speaker, satisfactory (estimated acous 
tical range, 100 to 8000 cycles per second) Audio 
power, somewhat limited 

Other models: Chassis No. 20Y4I used in model 
tested, is also used in table models: 723B/ ($190 

123B2 ($200), T23B6 ($220) 2 3B7 ($230), T23B26 
$250 123827 $300 console models C23B] 
($250), (23B3 ($270), C23B16 ($290), CZ23B17 ($300 

CZIBIA ($310), C2ZIB2Z6 $330), ©23B27 $340 


C25P6 ($350), C25B7 ($360), and C25BA& ($370 


DuMont Tabor, Model 350/351-A-! Allen B 


DuMont Labs., Paterson, N. J.) $200 


Picture quality better than on any other receiver tested 
this was characteristic also of DuMont receivers tested 
previous years 

Description: A table model employing DuMont’'s 
middle-line chassis. 15 tubes, 3 rectifiers, and 21-in 
aluminized self-focusing picture tube Cabinet of 
sheet metal, light construction. Tuning controls at 


front beneath picture tube 

Operation: The picture was very clear, steady, and 
of ample brightness. Ability to receive a clear pu 

ture in fringe areas (sensitivity), satisfactory Abil 
ity to reject external interference, very good. Radia 


tion from receiver, desirably low Operating cost 


f 
, above average 


highest of receivers tested, about 25 
for group tested. Operation at reduced line voltag 
satisfactory. Quality of sound output from 6-in 
speaker, satisfactory (estimated acoustical range 
125 to 7000 ¢.p.s.). Audio power, ample. 

Other models: A similar chassis is used in tabk 
models: Talbot ($200), Taft ($220), Tarkington ($240 
console models Cabot ($260), Carol ($270), and 


Carlisle ($290) 


Magnavox, Model MV I131LC (The Magnavox Co 





Fort Wayne, Ind.) $198.50 

A satisfactory receiver in most respects. Distortion was 
relatively high at the lower audio frequencies 

Description: A table-model receiver employing Magna 
vox's competitive chassis (vertical) 18 tubes, 2 
rectifiers, and 21-in. aluminized self-locusing picture 
tube, Cabinet of composition board, light construc 
tion. Tuning controls on top of cabinet. Uses lid 
on top to deflect sound forward, toward viewer, an 
arrangement to be preferred to placement of speaker 
at side of cabinet, which characterizes most table 
models 

Operation: The picture was very clear, steady, and 
of ample brightness. Sensitivity, satisfactory. Abil 
Radiation 
Operation at reduced 


ity to reject external interference, good 
from receiver, desirably low 
line voltage, satisfactory. Quality of sound output 
from 5-in, speaker, satisfactory (estimated acoustical 
range, 150 to 7000 c.p.s.). Audio power, ampk 


Other models: A similar chassis is used in tab 


Hoffman, Model 21 W190l 2 


models: MVI2IL ($180), MV 150L ($200); consolette 
model: MVISILD ($220 


Philco, Model 22D4030 (Philco Corp., Philadelphia 


$180 

A receiver of good quality. No particularly outstanding 
features, but should give very satislactory service 
Description: A table-model receiver employing Philco's 
competitive TV330 chassis 14 tubes, 2 rectifiers, 
ind a 21-in picture tube Cabinet was made of 
metal, and of light construction Tuning controls 


on tront beneath picture tubs 


Operation: The picture was clear, steady, and of 


ample brightness. Sensitivity, satisfactory \bility 
to reject external interference, satisfacton Radia 
tion trom receiver, desiral! low Operati m at re 
duced line \ itage satistactor' (Jualit of sound 
output from 5'94 speaker, fair satisfactor 
come bass deficien estimated acoustical range 
180 to 6000 cop \udio power, ample 
Other models: (Chassis TV330 is also used in tabk 
wlels: 3020 M -17-in. ($160). 3122-17-in. ($180). 4032 
1 -in. ($200), 4136-21 $220). 4/38-2]-in. ($250 
console models 4150-2] -in $?50 4154.21] -1 


$280), 4158-21 -in. ($300), 4320\-21-in. ($340 


B. Intermediate 


General Electric, Model 21T042 ((ceneral Electrix 


Co., Syracuse, N. Y.) $220 

An average receiver with no particularly outstanding char 
acterist Radiat on from receiver was relatively high 
Description: A table-model receiver employing Gen 
chassis 14 tubes 3 
rectifiers (1 selenium), and 21-in. aluminized self 
Cabinet of wood, and of light 


eral Electric's “‘competitive’ 


focusing picture tubs 
construction. Tuning controls at front beneath pi 
ture tubs 

Operation: The picture was clear, steady, and of 
ample brightness. Sensitivity, satisfactor, Ability 
to reject external interference, satisfactory Radia 
tion from receiver, high; this is undesirable, since 
such a set might interfere with other receivers in the 
neighborhood Operation at reduced line voltage 
satisfactory Quality of sound output from 4-in 


speaker, satisfactory (estimated acoustical range 
125 to 6000 c.p.s with low distortion at low fre 
\udio power, somewhat limited 

Other models: Chassis ST21 is used in the GE Pacer 
series, table models: 2/7038 ($180), 277039 ($200 
Z21T041 ($210 217043 ($230 console models 
210111 ($240), 21C112 ($250), 21C113 ($270 


Hoffman Radio ¢ orp 


q ences 


Los Angeles) $220 

An average receiver with 
quency response 
factory in rural and other areas where power line voltage 


somewhat narrow audic fre 


Operation might not be fully satis 


tends to vary over 4 fairly wide range 

Description: \ table-m lel receiver employ ing Hoff 
man's « ym petitive vertical) chassis 16 tubes, 2 
rectifiers, and 21-in. aluminized picture tube. Cabi 
net of wood, and of light construction Tuning con 
trols at front beneath picture tube 

Operation: The picture was clear, steady, and of 


ample brightness. Sensitivity, satisfactory \bility 
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Zenith, Model T- 22228 


tially dangerous 


lacturers are 
danger 
chemicals not provided with the set 


death-dealing if 


' 
electri 





Radia 


Lowest ot 


to reject external interference, satisfactory 





tion from receiver, high, undesirable 


receivers tested, in cost of operation. Operation at 


reduced line voltage, noticeable reduction (10°) in 
width of picture Quality of sound output from 6-1n 
satisfactory; some bass deficiency 


range, 175 to 5000 c.p.s 


speaker, fairly 


estimated acoustical 
Audio power output, ample 

Other models: The Mark 10 chassis used in the model 
tested is also used in table models: 7Wd/4J ($150 
7B182 ($170), 21 W190 ($220), 21M 190 


7 M181 ($160 
$230), 21/B191 ($230 console models: 2/W 360 
Z1B361 ($240 


$230), 21. M4360 ($240 


RCA Victor, Model 2176083, “‘The Headliner" 


Camden, N. | 


Uperation at re 


$210 


America 


tf respect 


Radio ( rp ot 
An average receiver in m 
duced power line v 


yitage was not tully satistactory 


Description: A table-model receiver employing RCA's 


vertical de luxe picture 16 


chassis with “4-Plus 


tubes, 3 rectifiers (1 selenium), and 21-in. aluminized 
picture tube Cabinet of metal, and of light con 
struction. Tuning controls at top of cabinet 

Operation The picture was clear, stead und of 
ample brightness. Sensitivity, ample Ability to 


reject external interference, good. Radiation from 


receiver desirably low Operation at reduced line 


voltage was somewhat unsatisfactory in that picture 


lost sharp focus. Quality of sound output from 5-in 


speaker, satisfactory (estimated acoustical range 
160 to 5500 c.p.s Audio power, ampk 

Other models: A similar chassis is apparently used 
in all RCA Victor receivers in the Super series, table 
models, consolettes, and consoles, ranging i rice 


from $200 to $400 
Zenith Radio Corp., Chi 


o) $190 


An average receiver in mo 
nterterence trom 


t respect ymewhat more 
motor-operated apt 


st reduced 


ssceptible to 
ances than other receivers tested 
ne voltage was not fully satisfactory 


Operatior 
power 
Description: A table-model receiver employing Zenit! 
chassis 14 tubes $ rectiher 


iluminized self-focusing pic 


competitive” 
lenium), and 21-in 


ture tube Cabinet of metal, and of light construc 


Off the Editor’s Chest 


(Continued from page 2 


Some plastic toys when broken 


have extremely sharp edges th itcancutat hild be 


hands or face 


Most chemistry sets sold by American manu 


considered sale but there is a 


when children then buy and use other 


Kites that have metal parts in them can be 


thev come into contact with 


wires. 
The old fashioned darts with steel points a al 
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tion. Tuning controls below the face of the picture 


tube 

Operation: he pacture was very cle ir stead\ and 
of satisfactory brightness. Sensitivity, satisfactory 
Ability to reject external interference, fair set 


seemed somewhat more susceptible to random inter 


ference than other sets tested. Radiation from re 
ceiver, desirably low In operation at reduced line 
voltage, there was a noticeable reduction (10°) in 
width of the picture Quality of sound output from 
4-in. speaker, fairly satisfactor some bass deficiency 


range 180 to 5500 c.p.s 


estimated acoustical 
\udito power 


Other models: Chassis 


ampl 


17T20 is similar to chassi 


16T20. Either is used in several Zenith models 
s @ 2 

Emerson, Model 1106 kmerson Radio & Phono 
graph Corp., New York Cit $200 
Several minor deficiencies made th eceiver ne what 
less desirable than the other receivers tested 
Description: A table-model receiver employing Emer 
sons competitive chassi 14 tub lenium rect 
her, and 21-in. self-focusi neture tub Cabinet 
of wood, and of light construction funing controls 
on right sick i cabinet Ss cemen and vnet 
who remove the back of the set to make tube changes 


le 
better is the new t jx 


should note that chassis i mnected to one side of 
line and a 


is plugged in 


Operation: Thy picture was slight! now indicative 


of noise generated in the receiver itself teadiness 
and brightnes however, were itisiactory Sensi 
tivity, satislactor Ability to reject external inter 
ference good Radiation from receiver, desirall 
low Operation at reduced line voltage itislactor 
Quality of uund output from 4-in. speaker ati 
fact » estimated acoustical range 125 to 7500 
cp \udio power, ample 

Other models; 17-in. model //30D, 21-in. model 
1106H, 1106], 1106L, and I106N are similar l-in 
model 11041 ind J104/ have im chasa rut 
aluminized picture tub 

athers are a hazard to life and limb Much 


with magnet Lips or sil 


tion cups 


t¢ 
cl 
or 


ch 


~ 


‘lect them for the proper age 


It will be wise not to pure hase any electrical 


under the ave of six, or for a 


xy for a child 

iild above that age if there is a little brother 
sister under six who could have access to the 
der child's playthings 

One important reminder to adults: in pus 
iasing toys for Christmas presents, try to 


ind remember to 


buy them for the children, not for yourself It 


1s 


more tun out ol 


Jc 


sometimes a question whether father gets 


i to’ train or tool set than 


yhony 








~ 





First of the 1956 Automobiles 


XCEPT for Studebaker, Nash Rambler, 
and Lincoln, who plan to bring out radical 

ly changed cars, the rest of the 1956 models 
will look pretty much like their 1955 counter 
parts. Such changes as have been made on 
the cars so far announced are in minor details, 
such as different arrangements of chrome, in 
strument panels, tail lights, etc. Mechanically 
the cars will be changed somewhat and will 
generally have more powerful engines, but 
except for Chrysler's push-button shifting, 
nothing of a significant nature seems to have 
been done or contemplated. lord, first on the 
market with his 1956 cars, is somewhat belated 
ly, we think, stressing certain safety features 
(to be discussed in a later issue), and other manu 
facturers will very likely be forced to follow 
suit. While this is a step in the right direction, 
it is a small one, and much more important 
things remain to be done before modern cars 
are made as safe as they could and should be 
The Ford Fairlane Fordor sedan, 8 cylinders 
with Fordomatic transmission and power steer- 
ing, was the first car CR was able to secure for 
its tests. The first impression obtained was that 
it was a much better car than the 1955 model, 
particularly in riding qualities. CR _ criticized 
the transparent plastic hood covering the speed 
ometer in 1955 models; this has now been dis- 
continued. The instruments are now clustered 
conveniently under a large hood directly in 
front of the driver and all are easily seen and 
read. All of them, as last year, are well lighted 
and identified. Undesirable features which 
have not been corrected are: battery charge and 
oil pressure indicators (the substitution of warn- 
ing lights for gauges now common is a major step 
backwards, adopted as a means to reduce manu 
facturing costs, no doubt); large transmission 
hump in the floor of front compartment which 
makes for uncomfortable riding for the center 
passenger in the front seat. (The hump in the 
rear will be uncomfortable for a third passenger 
in that seat.) ‘This year both the front and rear 
door handles are so located that they can be 
accidentally operated with the knee of a tall 
person; they should be protected by a guard or 
placed at a point where they cannot be struck 
by the knee. The trunk still has a high lip at 
the rear, which makes loading and unloading 
somewhat difficult. The partition between the 
rear seat and the trunk is of a cardboard-like 
material which would offer little resistance to 
the sliding forward of heavy packages in the 


trunk with great force in the event of a crash 
or collision and would greatly increase the likeli- 
hood of injuring passengers in the car. Headroom 
in the rear is hardly sufficient for a tall per- 
son, though fairly adequate in the front seat. 

Leg room was ample. The MagicAire heater 
provided either fresh-air heat or recirculated 
warm air, and the controls were relatively 
easy to understand and to operate; however, 
they and radio controls protruded from the 
dash too far for safety. Fairlané models and 
station wagons are equipped with a so-called 
“Y-8" engine which, with Fordomatic drive, has 
a rated horsepower of 202 (compared to last 
year's 162, which was more than adequate for 
any car of the Ford size and weight). All Ford 
cars this year have been changed to a 12- 
volt electrical system, which has some dis- 
advantages, but is probably on the whole a for- 
ward step. 

In addition to the improved riding qualities 
on all types of roads already mentioned, CR 
drivers found the Ford Fairlane to be singularly 
free of body rattles; it was easy to handle, 
and had very good stability on curves. The 
power steering was such that, in the opinion 
of two drivers, the car steered a bit too easily, 
leaving the driver with little feel of the road; CR 
does not consider power steering necessary or 
desirable for this car (unless in the case of a 
person who is not strong, or for reasons of health 
needs to recdhice the exertion of steering) The 
Fordomatic transmission operated very smoothly. 
There were no leaks of rain into this car, al- 
though a Ford Customline 6 now being tested 
leaked badly around the windshield Engine 
was quiet at high speeds, and vision both front 
and rear was good 

[Three safety features are offered as standard 
equipment on all 1956 model Ford cars: salety 
door latches, which are claimed to reduce the 
possibility of the doors springing open under 
impact of a collision, a “deep-center’’ (coned) 
steering wheel, and rear-view mirror backed 
with vinyl tape to prevent shattering The 
steering wheel is designed so that the hub is 
several inches forward of the wheel rim. Ford 
claims that in a crash the driver's body is 
cushioned against the wheel, which bends to 
cushion the shock. Seat belts, anchored to the 
car floor with a steel plate, and crash cushioning 
of plastic foam to cover the top and front edge 
of the instrument panel and sun visors are avail- 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Prices 


Factory suggested retail price $1971 
*Federal tax, delivery, and 


freight (New York) 221 
*Preparation and conditioning 125 

Delivered price $2317 
Accessories and extras 
Oil filter $12.10 
Oil-bath air cleaner 9.20 
Windshield wiper (positive 

action) 11.00 
Turn signals 8.10 
Back-up lights 15.00 
“Fordomatic”’ transmission 178.20 
Overdrive 109.70 
Power steering 53.30 
Heater, recirculating 43.90 

“MagicAire”’ 71.45 
Radio, 6-tube 76.60 


9-tube, “signal-seeking”’ 106.70 
Padded instrument panel and 





visors 17.20 
Safety belts front seat 9.70 
Tinted glass 31.30 

*Undercoating 25.00 
Two-tone paint 25.00 
*Waxing minimum, 10.00 
White sidewall tires 26.80 
*Lubrication “bond” 15.00 


Prices shown for the car and its various acces 
sories, except those marked with an asterisk, are 
prices suggested by the factory. The individual 
dealer is under no obligation to conform to these 
prices, and he rarely does. The amount of mark- 
up will depend upon the competition in the area, 
and how much the dealer figures it necessary to 
increase the factory-suggested prices in order to 
make the profit he thinks suitable to his circum 
stances, location, service practices, etc. In some 
cases there will be a substantial increase in the 
base price, and a charge for preparation and 
conditioning out of all proportion to the work 
involved. These “packs’’ permit the dealer to 
offer much more for the car being turned in than 
it is actually worth, making the customer think 
he is getting a great bargain. The consumer 
should not be fooled by such practices, for if he 
is getting $200 or more for the car being turned 
in beyond what it is worth on the secondhand 
market, he can rest assured that the delivered 
price of the new car has been increased by an 
amount that will give the dealer his normal 
profit. The only figure that counts 1s the amount 
in dollars you have to pay the dealer, plus your 


car, for the new one 


rertible 
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Ford Fairlane V-8, Town Sedan 





The Fairlane is also available as a 2-door sedan 


lwo- and four-door “hardlans.”’ and 


Ford Fairlane V-4 


Taxable horsepower: 45 
Taxable weight: 3380 lb 


Engine 

8 cylinders in “V" arrangement 

Piston displacement: 292 cu. in 

Brake horsepower (rated): 202 at 4600 
rpm. with Fordomatic (200 at 4600 
rpm. with standard transmission) 

Compression ratio: 8 to | (6.4 with 
Fordomatic); uses regular gasoline 

Oil filter: full-flow type (desirable) 

Cooling system capacity including 
heater: 20 qt 


Chassis 


Wheelbase: 115.5 in 

Over-all length: 198.5 in 

Width: 75.9 in 

Tires: 6.70 x 15 tubeless 

Brake factor: 44 (good) 

Minimum road clearance: 6.5 in 
Turning diameter: 41 ft 

Steering wheel turns (full right to full 


left): 4-3/4 


Other details 


Battery: 12-volt 55-amp.-hr 
Gasoline tank: 17.5 gal 
Windshield wipers: vacuum 

Curb weight of car tested: 3680 lt 





a 


con 


4// are available in tiwo-tone pau combinations 
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able at extra cost. The value of the crash cush- 
ioning of the instrument panel has been largely 
nullified by locating an unpadded ash tray with 
sharp edges in the center of the dash. When 
open, the ash tray protrudes to offer a serious 
hazard. It should be noted that safety seat belts 
were first offered by Nash in 1950 without much 
public acceptance, and Chrysler last year 
made them available at extra cost for all post- 
1951 models other manulac 
turers also have previously equipped some ol 
their cars with padded dashboards 

Safety experts in general are pleased with the 
manufacturers’ recognition of the need for play- 
ing up safety. We hope the car manufacturers 
will make a good deal more of this idea than 
which is what it 


Chrysler and 


merely a new sales-pitch, 
chiefly implies at the present time. 

Experts warn that seat belts in themselves are 
not a guarantee against injury in car crashes. 
For one thing, there are, up to now, no stand- 
ards established for proper anchoring points 
or even their position and strength to provide 
maximum safety (This would 
make it difficult for a consumer to install safety 
belts himself with full assurance of their eftec- 
tiveness—and belts are being sold nowadays 
for installation by the car owner 

Automobile manufacturers 
that the emphasis on safety features will help 
their present all-time-high 


uncertainty 


himself. ) 


doubtless hope 


keep car sales at 
level. Perhaps consumers will buy safety de- 
vices just as they buy other optional and in- 
cluded features. Automatic transmissions, for 
example, were used on nearly 60 percent of the 
cars sold last year. Power brakes were pro- 
vided on one out of every six cars sold. Power 
brakes make driving much easier, but CR _ be- 
lieves that probably any car equipped with 
power brakes should also have the protection 
of a safety belt. Power steering is a popular 
feature and, indeed, is needed for some cars 
in which the weight, length, and tire size have 
been increased so much as to make parking and 
turning at slow speed very difficult. 

Tinted glass is still available for a great many 
cars as an optional feature. CR is certain that 
this is mot a desirable feature, for it has been 
established without question that tinted glass 
does seriously reduce visibility in night driving. 
There are times when the driver needs to see 
everything that he can see for as great a dis- 
tance ahead as possible. A tinted windshield 
does not offer the visibility that an untinted 
one does for objects that are close to being in- 
visible or are poorly outlined at night under 
difficult driving conditions; indeed, from the 
standpoint of safety in driving, it would be 


<a 


helpful if the light transmission of “‘clear’’ 
uncolored glass were higher. 

The consumer will also find that prices in 
general have gone up as much as 7 


3 to 5 percent), depending on the 


percent 
(average 
make and model. 
cause the auto 


The increase is chiefly be- 
industry's wages risen 
laster than the industry's productivity 
tainly 
genuine and tough, and “gimmicks” are ap- 
needed to sell at the rate the in- 


have 
Cer- 
competition in the automobile field is 


parently 
Chrysler Corporation, 
1956 cars a 


dustry thinks necessary. 
for example, will offer with its 
phonograph and records as optional equipment 
mounted below the center of the dashboard. 
Both the phonograph and the records, manufac- 
tured by Columbia, will bear the label Highway- 
Hi-Fi. Since the phonograph operates on a 1624 
revolutions per minute speed, the records are not 
interchangeable with those played on the home 
phonograph. //i-Fi does seem a bit of an exag 
geration 

Exampies of this year's “selling phrases” are 
“The Magi “The feel 


ot success “zooms 


louch of Tomorrow’ 

“New Break-away power” 
you out in front’ —‘‘luxury fabrics that glow 
and gleam’’—‘‘jewel-like grille." But then we 
probably can't expect them to advertise such 
prosaic, but practical, things as “every instru 
ment on the panel can be clearly seen and read 
heater 


at night" and “you can regulate our 


without more than one minute's reading or 


instruction.”’ 


A. Recommended (Tentative) 


Ford Fairlane V-8 Fordomatic. The actual price 


of this car delivered to CR in N.J., with power steering 
radio, heater, and other accessories, was $3040. (‘‘Fac 
The $2675 


figure does not include freight or dealer's preparation 





tory list"’ price, so-called, was about $2675 
and conditioning charge, which should total about 


$100.) 


Considered a good car, superior to the 1955 model in several 
respects The rating assigned is necessarily tentative until 
other cars in this price class can be tested and evaluated 


CR’s findings on road tests 

Gasoline mileage under test conditions: at a 
speed of 50 m.p.h., 17.4 m.p.g. Over-all miles per gallon 
for the 1500 miles this car was driven by CR was 15 


Acceleration times from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 4.3 sec.; from 0 
to 60 m.p.h., 13.2 se from 20 to 50 m.p.h., 8.4 se« 

from 40 to 60 m.p.h., Except in the 20 to 50 
m.p.h. range, acceleration was about 10% better than 
In the 20 to 50 m.p.h. range, 


constant 


6.9 sex 


that of last year's car. 
acceleration was about the same as last yeai's 


Speedometer was about 5 m.p.h. fast at 60 m.p.h. 
Odometer was also fast, by 2% 
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S' \INLESS STEEL is the name given to a 
group of steels that contain chromium or 


chromium and nickel and show an unusually 
high resistance to corrosion by the itmosphere 
or by mild chemical reagents The stainless 


illov 1s *solid,”’ like sterling silver, not plated. 
alloys and resists 


still is 


It is one of the more inert 


most causes of corrosion, but it more 


affected by some corrosive agents than silver 


except that silver is strongly affected (tarnished 
bv sulfide gases in the itmosphere and stainless 
steel is not 

he popularity of stainless steel tableware has 
increased to such an extent in the past two years 
that one producer of both stainless and silver 
plate stated recently “Pop ilar priced silver pl ite 
’ Advertising has featured 


is on the way out 


stainless steel as easier-to-clean, more durable, 
ind generally less expensive than silver plate 


Nowadays, stainless steel table ware is offered 
in a variety ol attractive 


here 


ire reflective 


patterns ind finishes 
ire basically four finishes available. Two 


one than the 


brighter 
dull 


i so-called satin finish and the other 


finishes, 
finishes one 
a dull fin 


Stainless steel is sold over a 


other ind two are relatively 
ish without vloss 
surprisingly wide range of prices, from about 85 
cents to more than $15 for a five-piece setting 


Some of the higher-priced brands cost more than 


CONSUMERS’ 





good silver plate ind almost as much 


sterling The more inexpensive stainless table 


ware is usu lly st imped out and since each piece 


has the same thickness at all points, it may be 


awkward to hold and us rhe more expensive 


wares are tapered toward the ends of the han 


dies, the edges of the spoon bowls, and the ends 


of fork tines, just as good silverware is ind 
therefore the pieces have a mor pleasing feel 
and appearance Che mere fact that you pay a 


high price for stainless steel will not assure good 


workmanshiy ind careful inspection, tor there 


were faults of finish even in several of the higher 
priced brands 

lo most peopl stainless steel is a material 
that 


should require no spec ial care of polishing 


stain or rust and consequently 


Mhis 
Stainless 


doe Ss not 


is, in some ways i misconception 
materials to 


strictl 


steel is indeed one of the easiest 
maintain, but much of it is not 
Much depends on the 


the way it is finished as to how 
™ lection ol 


stain 
prool composition ind 
little 


good stainless 


much or 
stainin will occur 
steel tableware is more difficult for the consumer 
than selection of sterling silver or even plated 
silver tableware Che chief problem with sterling 


With plated 


besides the pattern, the thickness of 


silverware is the choice of pattern 


silverware 


silver plati iw must be considered thous h this 18 
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a relatively simple matter for those who know 
the standard grade designations which corre- 
spond to various thicknesses of plate. (There 
are six grades, from Al, the thinnest plate, to 
XXXX or Quadruple Plate.) Stainless steel 
flatware, on the other hand, leaves much to 
chance as to quality, after the pattern has been 
selected. 

Stainless ware should show little or no change 
when exposed to acids. Some, however, will 
become stained when exposed to such foods as 
mayonnaise, mustard, or vinegar. Certain por- 
tions of some knives will begin to rust when in 
use for a period of time. Knife handles and the 
seam where handles and blades are joined are 
parts which are particularly susceptible to rust- 
ing on some brands. Resistance to scratching 
and marring is a further consideration. All 
stainless steel tableware will become scratched 
on the surface, but some is more subject to 
scratching than others, for the hardness of knile 
blades, spoon bowls, and handles differs con- 
siderably from brand to brand. 

In CR's tests, the pieces of stainless ware were 
subjected to a series of tests to determine which 
brands would perform best, in the respects men- 


tioned. The pieces of tableware were exposed to 


a variety of foods which might be somewhat cor- 
rosive to stainless steel; some of these were tea, 





ee 


coffee, lemon juice, beet juice, vinegar, mustard, 
mayonnaise, cream, and vanilla. To determine 
corrosion-resisting properties in general, sample 
pieces of tableware were immersed intermittently 
in a weak salt solution for periods of four minutes 
in and four minutes out for many hours. 

Tableware which scratches quite readily can 
become a problem in time. Scratches on the 
surface of stainless ware may tend to reduce its 
resistance to showing brown or brownish stains. 
It is therefore advisable to wash stainless steel 
which has become scratched soon after it is used 
to minimize such discoloration. The individual 
pieces, if of high-priced ware, should be handled 
carefully to minimize scratching. 

CR’'s ratings were based primarily on resis- 
tance to scratching, corrosion, staining, hardness 
of knife blades, and workmanship. In accord- 
ance with federal specifications, knife blades were 
required to show a Rockwell hardness on the 
“C” scale of not less than 48. A value below 48 
is considered too soft for stainless steel knives. 

All brands resisted staining by various foods 
quite satisfactorily with the exception of mus- 
tard, which stained all but three knife blades 
when exposed for 16 hours. 

Ratings were not affected by weight, but as 
the weight of a piece is to some extent an indica- 
tion of the grade or quality of the tableware, it 


Above and below: testing for staining of stainless ware by various foods. 
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will be of interest to some consumers We ights 
given in the listings are the total for the follow- 
ing four pieces: dinner fork, dinner knife, soup 


spoon, and teaspoon. 


A. Recommended 

Ekco Lady Juliana (Ekco Products Co., 1949 N 
Cicero Ave Chicago 39) $8.98 for 5- piece “et 
Weight: 7.5 oz. Resistance to scratching, corrosion 
and staining by salt solution, all good. Hardness of 
knife blade, 50, good. Workmanship and finish 
good 

Georg Jensen Made in Denmark (seorg | en 
Ine 667 Fifth Ave New York City $15 for 5 

We ig! t 7.7 oz 
corrosion, and staining by salt solution, good Hard 
ness of knife blade, 49, good Workmanship and 
finish, good 

Simplicity 





piece set Resistance to scratcl ng 


Sears-Roebuck's Cat No. 9—90R3 


$2 35 plus postage for 5 puece wt Some meces 
received on the order sent to Sears were arked 
Providence Weight 5.5 oz Resi tance t «ratch 
ing, corrosion, and staining by salt solution, good 


Hardness of knife blade, 53, good ne of two best 


tested Workmanship and finish, good 
B. Intermediate 
Accent Oneida Ltd. Silversmiths, Oneida, N.Y 
$3.95 tor 6-mece set Weight 5.8 oz Resistance 
to scratching, fair: corrosion, good, but some rust 


appeared at point where knife blade and handle 
join, and on the handle resistance to staining 
Hardness of knife blade, 49, good 


Workmanship and finish, good Knife edge is set 


salt solution, fair 


rated. a desirable feature 
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1 few of the numerous 
patterns that are available 
loday in 
lableware 


slainiess§ aleel 
The place set 
lings shown represent a 
nery wide price range, as 


follows 


Bottom——aboul 75 cents 
for 4 pieces; Left $8.98 
for 5 pieces; Right--$4.95 
for & preces Top $15 for 


) pieces 


Ainsley (Wallace Brothers Montgomery Ward 
Cat. No. 86-4823 Hallmark grade $3.89, post 
paid, for 5-piece set. Weight: 6.1 oz. Resistance 


to corrosion, g md, but some rust 





to scratching, fair 
appeared at point where knife blade and handle join 
staining b salt 


and on the handle resistance to 


Measuring the hardness of knife blades. Only 6 


j 


brands met the federal specification for minimum hardnes 


e 15 











solution, good. Hardness of knife blade, 44, below to staining by salt ‘solution, fair. Hardness of knife 
specification requirements. Workmanship and fin- blade, 42, below specification requirements. Work- 
ish, good. Knife edge is serrated, a desirable feature. manship and finish, fair to good. 


Flint Lincoln (Ekco Products Co.) $6.15 for $-piece Poise (Wallace Brothers) $4.95 for 5-piece set. 
set. Weight: 6.5 oz. Resistance to scratching, Weight: 5.5 oz. Resistance to scratching, good: 
poor; corrosion, good, but some rusting appeared at Corrosion, good, but some rust appeared at poimt 
point where knife blade and handle join; resistance where knife blade and handle join; to staining by salt 
to staining by salt solution, good. Hardness of knife solution, good. Hardness of knife blade, 44, below 
blade, 49, good. Workmanship and finish, fair specification requirements. Workmanship and fin- 

; ; ish, good. Knife edge is serrated, a desirable feature 

Fluted Rose (Montgomery Ward's Cat. No. 86 











4870) $4.75, plus postage, for 24-piece set. Weight Providence (Sears-Roebuck’s Cat. No. 9%—9650) 
4.7 oz. Resistance to scratching, poor; corrosion, $9.50, plus postage, for 24-piece set. Weight: 5.4 oz. 
good; to staining by salt solution, good. Hardness of Resistance to scratching, fair; to corrosion, good; 
knife blade, 41, below specification requirements. to staining by salt solution, good. Hardness of knife 
Workmanship and finish, fair blade, 43, below specification requirements. Work 

Insico Masterpiece (International Silver Co., Meri- manship and finish, good. 
den, Conn.) $2.87 for 5-piece set. Weight: 6.9 oz. Silco Liberty (International Silver Co.) $1.52 for 
Resistance to scratching, poor; corrosion, good, but 5-piece set. Weight: 5.3 oz. Resistance to scratch- 
some rusting on knife handle and blade; to staining ing, poor; to corrosion and staining by salt solution, 
by salt solution, fair. Hardness of knife blade, 41, good. Hardness of knife blade, 43, below specifica- 
below specification requirements. Worlmanship and tion requirements. Wotkmanship and finish, fair 
finish, good to good. 

Insico Ravenna (International Silver Co.) $3.47 Sonnet (Wallace Brothers) $6.54 for 5-piece set 
for 5-piece set Weight: 6.9 oz Resistance to Weight: 5.8 oz Resistance to scratching, good; 
scratching, poor; corrosion, good; to staining by salt to corrosion, good, but some rust on knife handle; 
solution, good. Hardness of knife blade, 43, below staining by salt solution, good. Hardness of knife 
specification requirements. Workmanship and fin blade, 44, below specification requirements. Work 
ish, good. Knife edge is serrated, a desirable feature manship and finish, good 


International World Chieftain (International Silver Stegor Pace (Black, Starr & Gorham, 594 Fifth Ave., 


Co.) $5.98 for 24 piece set. Weight: 5.3 oz. Re New York 36) $7.50 for 5-piece set. Weight: 6.3 
sistance to scratching, poor; to corrosion and staining 
by salt solution, good. Hardness of knife blade, 43, 
below specification requirements. Workmanship and 








oz. Resistance to scratching, poor; corrosion, good, 
but some rust appeared at point where knife blade 
and handle join; staining by salt solution, good 
Hardness of knife blade, 52, good (one of two best 
tested). Workmanship and finish, good 


Wm. A. Rogers Northland (Oneida Ltd. Silver 


smiths) $6 for 5-piece set. Weight: 5.7 oz. Resist 
ance to scratching, fair; corrosion, good, but some 


finish, fair 

Lady Dunlap (Sears-Roebuck'’s Cat. No. 9-—-9110) 
$5.88, plus postage, for 24-piece set. Weight: 5.5 
oz. Resistance to scratching, poor; to corrosion, good, 
but some rust on knife handle; staining by salt solu- 


tion, good Hardness of knife blade, 40, below ' 
Workmanship and fin good. Hardness of knife blade, 41, below specifica 


tion requirements. Workmanship and finish, good 
Knife edge is serrated, a desirable feature 





rusting on knife handle; staining by salt solution, 


specification requirements. 
ish, good. 

New Dawn (International Silver Co.) $5.92 for 5 
piece set. Weight: 5.8 oz. Resistance to scratch 
ing, fair; to corrosion and staining by salt solution, C. Not Recommended 
good Hardin ss of knife blade, 4S, below specifica Nasco Rose Vine (National Silver Co.; Montgomery 
tion requirements. Workmanship and finish, good. Wands C No. 86—4850 205 ol 
Knife edge is serrated, a desirable feature. OrG's LAS. NO. SO $3.95, plus postage, for 

24-piece set. Weight: 5.0 0z. Resistance to scratch 








Oneidacraft Sherwood (Oneida Ltd. Silversmiths; ing, poor; corrosion, good, but some rust on blade 
Montgomery Ward's Cat. No. 86-4829) $9.75, and handle of knife; staining by salt solution, good 
plus postage, for 26-piece set. Weight: 5.3 oz Hardness of knife blade, 40, below specification re 
Resistance to scratching, poor; to corrosion and stain quirements. Workmanship and finish, poor. Knife 
ing by salt solution, good. Hardness of knife blade, edge is serrated, a desirable feature 


41, below specification requirements. Workmanship 


' er Sears-Japan (Imported from Japan; Sears-Roe 
and finish, good. Knife edge is serrated, a desirable p Jay 


buck’s Cat. No. 9—1099) $3.95, plus postage, for 


feature. ; , d 
24-piece set. Weight: 4.7 oz. Resistance to scratch 

Parade (Oneida Ltd. Silversmiths) $1.70 for 5-piece ing and corrosion, poor; to staining by salt solution 
set. Weight: 5.3 oz. Resistance to scratching, fair; good. Hardness of knife blade, 43, below specifica 
to corrosion, zood, but some rusting on knife handle; tion requirements. Workmanship and finish, poor 
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Winter Sport Shirts 


} TOU plan to buy him a sport shirt-—-or maybe 
more than one—for Christmas 


want to make vour selection solely on the basis 


You may 


of what catches your eve or what is the latest 


fashion. Consider the fabric, for example. For 


a good many years gabardine was the most 
popular of all. This year rayon challis is said 
to be taking over the role gabardine formerly 
occupied 

In styling there is a trend toward designs 
printed down one side of the shirt or around the 
fashion- 

Shirts 


popular, and 


‘ hest 
able, 


with “Continental” stvling are 


Woven stripes and plaids are 
ilong with small, over-all prints 


most of the major brand houses have “Con 
these shirts 
Be careful 


about vetting one of these, however, unless you 


tinental”’ models The collar of 
opens widely and has a soft roll 


are sure that the man you buy it for is going to 
take kindly to this new style. 

Manufacturers try to make it easy for you to 
Sport shirts are customarily 


Some men don't 


buy the right size 
marked small, medium, large, or extra large—S, 
ee ee 


sport shirts are often worn for strictly leisure 


Presumably this is done because 


time activities, and it is not considered nec- 
essary that they fit well rhe size markings 


represent measurements as follows 


s M L XL 
Extra 
Location (Small) (Medium) (Large) Large) 
Neck size 14-1444 15-1544 16-1644 17-17'4 
Chest 42 46 50 54 
Total length 27! 2 28 28! 2 9) 


There are a number of interesting things about 
the size standards. For one thing the lengths of 


sport shirts are shorter than those for dress shirts, 


i: 
~~ 


= ¥ ease of ironing 





The sleeve placket should be sel in 
properly so the cuff will be even 
when the placket 
uneven, as in the picture al the left 


te amooh, nol 


Underarm seams should be joined 
evenly for good fil and comfort and 
In the picture al 
the right, the seam is off position by 
almost the width of the seam 


since sport shirts have straight bottoms and no 
shirttail so that they can be worn inside or out- 
side the trousers. Neck sizes are not so critical 
as for dress shirts, probably because a sport 
shirt unlike a dress shirt or business shirt does 
not have a collarband and close fit is not impor 
tant 

No sleeve lengths are given even for long 
sleeved sport shirts, though obviously not every 
one wearing a size 15 or 154 (Medium) shirt 


Manuflac 


turers seem to have decided that a person wear 


would wear the same sleeve length 


ing a Medium size shirt wants a sleeve 33 inches 
in length, a Large shirt, 34 inches. If you are 
buving for a taller man with long arms who would 
likely need longer sleeves, maybe you had best 
turn your thoughts toward buying a different 
gilt 

Sport shirt manufacturers recognize the in 
adequacy of their usual marking system. M« 
Gregor, for example, sells two gabardine shirts, 
one called the Scot Sweep and the other the Scot 
Fit. The Scot Sweep is sized as a sport shirt; 
the Scot Fit is sold in different sleeve lengths 
although the neck size and other measurements 
are designated by the sport shirt size markings 

Most sport shirts are labeled at least in some 
fashion as to their washability. Of the 37 sport 
shirts tested by CR for this study, only one, the 
“Ttal,” 


either by a label sewn in the shirt or by a hang 


Jayson failed to give any indication 
tag of the care that should be given in cleaning 
it rhe labels usually indicate that the shirt is 
“washable,” “unconditionally washable,"’ “‘com 
pletely washable,” “machine washable,” “fully 
washable “cuaranteed washable,”’ or “hand 
washabk This labeling does not give the con 
sumer enough information on how to launder 
the garment, although it is usually of some help 

CR found that a great marry of the shirts 
tested were washable in an automatic washing 


machine using usual home laundry procedures 





CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN e DECEMBER, 1955 @ 17 














Some of them, however, should be laundered 
separately to avoid transfer of the dye to other 
fabrics. 

Sport shirts, like business shirts, ame some- 
times sold neatly packaged and pinned so the 
consumer can't examine the construction. There 
are some construction features which make for a 
more comfortable shirt and one that is more 
easily ironed (an important consideration in 
almost every home). Take the sleeves, for ex 
ample. The sleeve fabric should be cut straight 
If not, the sleeve will be hard to iron flat 
Plackets should be smooth and long enough for 


the cuff to be laid out flat for ironing. Pay par 
ticular attention to the buttons. Buttons should 
be smooth and of uniform thickness. Rough, 


uneven, chipped buttons are unattractive in 
appearance and are likely to break off. Examine 
the buttonholes to be sure that they are firmly 
stitched and tacked securely at each end. (Care- 
lessly trimmed buttonholes were the most com 
mon fault in the shirts CR tested.) Since a 
sport shirt may be worn on the outside of the 
trousers, check the lower hem to be sure that it 
has been turned up smoothly and is not puckered 
and unsightly. Loose threads and unclipped 
“chain offs’ are a sign of careless inspection on 
the part of the manufacturers. Check the under 
arm seams where the sleeve is joined to the body 
of the shirt. The joining should be smooth and 
the stitching should match 

CR tested three dozen 
shirts, selecting the fabrics, colors, and styles 
manufacturers told us were likely to 


long sleeved sport 
which 
be, in their opinion, the most 
There were a good many different 


popular ones 
this year 
fabrics in addition to the ever-popular gabardine 
and the up-and-coming rayon challis. Cotton 
flannels, ginghams, and wool shirts were included 
Iwo samples of each were purchased, usually in 
different colors. Prices ranged from $3 to $11, 
and we are happy to say that you can find some 
good buys, as to fabric and size, in the lower- 
priced shirts as well as in the higher-priced ones. 
Furthermore, the 10 men in the group who wore 
the shirts for CR seemed to show no special pref 
erence for the appearance and finish of the shirts 





The sleeve placket should be long 
enough lo open wide enough for the 
cuff to be ironed flat 
short, as it is on the shirt al the 
right, il is difficull to iron out the 
wrinkles and get a smooth finish 





sold at the higher prices. One word of warning 
If you are considering wool, be sure that the 
man likes to wear wool shirts. Some men find 
them rough and scratchy and would be much 
happier with a much less expensive cotton flannel. 

CR's tests were concerned primarily with the 
quality of the fabric, the workmanship and finish 
of the shirt, and the conformance of the shirt to 
size requirements. The first two indicate how 
well the shirt will perform in service, the color- 
fastness of the fabric to laundering and to sun- 
light, the shrinkage, and the appearance of the 
fabric, thread, and buttonholes after use and 
laundering. The third determines how comfort- 
able the shirt is likely to be for the average 
wearer. Shrinkage was determined after five 
and again after 13 launderings (which is about 
half the estimated life of a shirt) 

Listings are in order of increasing price within 
the several groups. 


A. Recommended 


National 2308 (National Shirt Shops, Inc., 19 W 
$4 St., New York 1) $2.98. Dan River cotton plaid 

Wings 8205, 8206 (Wings Shirt Co., Inc., 4 W. 33 
St., New York 1) $3.95 
Green plaid, No. 8205, bled slightly in laundering 

Arrow Country Gingham (Cluett, Peabody & Co 
Inc., 10 E. 40, New York 16) $5.95 
gingham 

Van Heusen Crossover Checks 
417 Fifth Ave., New York 16) $5.95 


Cotton gingham plaid 








Cotton 


Phillips-Jones Corp 











Cotton 


Che following shirts bled color into the wash water 
which transferred to other fabrics and therefore would 
require special handling in laundering, but were other 
wise satislactory 


(Montgomery Ward's No. 35—450) 
$2.45, plus postage. Cotton flannel, printed design 

McGregor Malden (UVavid D. Doniger & Co., Inc 

~ 303 Fifth Ave., New York 16) $5. Cotton gingham 


Wards Harper 








plaid 
Arrow Gabanaro (Cluett, Peabody & Co., In 
$5.95. Rayon gabardine. Excessive shrinkage. Re 


quired hand washing 


If ud ws too 
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(Manhattan Shirt Co., 444 
York 22) $5.95 


Manhattan Gabshire 
Madison Ave., New 
gabardine 

Marlboro Vermeer Authentics 
Co., Ine Baltimore 1) 
$5.95. Cotton flannel, woven cross-check design 

McGregor Scot Fit and Scot Sweep (David D 

Doniger & Co., Inc.) $5.95. Rayon gabardine 

Scot Fit was cut a little short 





Rayon 


(Marlboro Shirt 





Lombard and Paca Sts., 





B. Intermediate 


rhe principal fault of the following shirts was that 
they were too small after laundering to meet the re 
quirements of the size standard; otherwise they were 


generally satisfactory 
$?.95 


Bled slightly in 


Coopers 2702 (Coopers, Inc., Kenosha, Wis.) 
Winter Weight os 











Cotton flannel 

laundering 

Penney's Towncraft J. ¢ 
St., New York 1) $2.98 
ham plaid 

Pilgrim (Sears-Roebuck's Cat. No. 33 
$2.98 ($5.84 for two), plus postage Dan River 
cotton 

Wards New Yorker (Montgomery Ward's Cat. No 
35-1076) $2.98 ($5.80 for two), plus postage. Dan 
River cotton plaid 

Penney's Towncraft . 3 


330 W. 34 


Galey & Lord cotton ging 


Penney Co 





S905, 591G) 





$4.98 


Penney Co.) 





Cotton corduroy. Gray shirt bled slightly 
Manhattan Gingham (Manhattan Shirt Co.) $5.95 





Cotton gingham 
Manhattan Pimasheen 

$5 95. ¢ otton broadcloth 
Jayson “‘Ital’’ (F. Jacobson & Sons, In 1115 
Broadway New York 10) $7.50. Cotton 
Manhattan Golden Needle Cheshire 
(Manhattan Shirt Co.) $7.95 50°, cotton 25% 


Lu 


Manhattan Shirt Co.) 











Flannel 





rayon > Vicara flannel 


> > > 
National “*Bristol’’ 2303 
$2.98. Cotton 


fastness to light 
National Skimaster 


(National Shirt Shops) 





Sized small; relatively poor color 


(National Shirt Shops) $2.98 


Sized small: only fair color 





Cotton flannel plaid 
fastness to laundering 
Penney's Towncraft (|. ( $2.98 


fabri 


Penney Co 
Sized 





Rayon and Dacron challis small 


showed noticeable pilling 


$3.95 


Sized small; only fair 


Cotton flannel 


Coopers 2733 (Coopers, In« 
printed, “Winter Weight.” 
colorfastness to laundering and to light 

Coopers 2735 $3.95. Cotton flannel 
printed, “Winter Weight.” Sized small 
had relatively poor colorfastness to laundering and 





(Coopers, Inc.) 


tan sample 


to light 
Simtesx ‘‘Kare-free’’ (Simtex Mills, Div. of Simmons 
=e Empire State Bldg., New York 1) $3.98. Cort 

ton flannel woven plaid. Sized small; relatively 

poor colorfastness to laundering 
Manhattan Napaca (Manhattan Shirt Co 


Flannel-like fabric 
fastness to laundering and to light 
National 3262 (National Shirt Shops 


$4.95 


Sized small: only fair color 


$4.08 . 


‘ 


wool, 45% rayon plaid. Required washing in luke 
warm water 


Van Heusen Estate Checks 


$5. < ‘ott: m 
Van Heusen Vanelin 
Rayon 


after wear and laundering 
Van Heusen Van Gab 


Phillips-Jones Corp 


Phillips Jone Corp 55 


Sized small; fabric looked frayed at seam 


Phillips-Jones Corp $5 

~ Rayon gabardine Sized small; only fair colorfast 
ness to laundering 

Wards Brent or Monterey Ward's 
Cat. No. 35—370) $8.95, plus postage. 85% wool 
15% nylon. Required washing in lukewarm water 

McGregor William Tell (David D. Doniger & Co 

) $10.95. 40° wool, 60° rayon flannel. Sized 


tan sample had only fair colorfastness to 


(Montgomery 








Inc.) 
small 
Required hand washing 


C. Not Recommended 


(National Shirt Shops) 


laundering 


National 2829 $3.98. Rayon 


gabardine Relatively poor colortastness to launder 
ing and to light Thread lost color and fabric be 
came fuzzy at seams 


Pilgrim (Sears-Roebuck's Cat. No. 33-2853 


plus postage 55% wool, 25% Vicara, 20% nylon 


$4.98 





Sized small; relatively poor colorfastness to light 


Required washing in lukewarm water. Shirt was 1 
tired from test after 9 washings because of shrinkage 
McGregor Lost Weekender (WUavid VD. Doniger & 
Sized small 


colorfastness to laundering high 





Co., Inc.) $5 
relatively poor 


Rayon and acetate 


originally were 3244 in 
long after 13 launderings). Labeled 
and so handled, but small 


shrinkage (sleeves 35 in 
washable’ at 
neck and on hang tag 
cloth tag stitched to front hem advised ‘wash with 


lukewarm water 


Safe Toys for Christmas 


N interesting discussion on Christmas safety 
has been prepared by Miss Louise Whit 
Management Specialist at the 
Miss Whitcomb has 
made a number of useful and practical sugges 
playthings for 


comb, Home 


University of Delaware 


tions regarding the choice of 


children, pointing out that playthings often cause 
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cuts, death by suffocation, injuries by explosion 
or fire, or even lead poisoning. Parents, teach 
ers, and others desiring the full release on shop 
ping for safe toys may obtain a copy by writing 
to the Department of Rural Communications 


University of Delaware, Newark, Del 
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Circular Saws, How 
BENCH-TYPE 


A nized as the basic 


and it is usually the first power tool purchased 
by those planning a home workshop. Hand 
sawing is a slow and laborious method of cutting 
lumber to size, no matter how sharp or new 
a handsaw is, or how expert its user may be 
Where a good deal of sawing is to be done, the 
handsaw has been largely replaced by the port- 
able electric saw, which is very useful where 
much on-the-job sawing is to be done, and 


circular saw is recog - 


woodworking tool, 


when its owner will take extreme care in its 
use. (Such saws are among the most hazardous 
of all power tools.) The portable saw may 


often be installed under a table and used as a 
bench-type saw, but in such use it is not a fully 
satisfactory tool. The accuracy and quality of 
the work with an electric portable power saw are 
much inferior to that of a good tilting-arbor 
bench saw. 

The chief function of a circular saw is to rip 
and crosscut lumber. With practice, the novice 
can soon become expert in plain sawing and, 
with the proper accessories, can carry out many 
other types of operations such as making 
matched tongue-and-groove joints, and doing 
moulding and jointing operations. Becoming 
proficient in turning out accurate work is not 
sufficient for the home user of a circular saw, 





eP FENCE 


TABLE INSERT 


ADJUSTMENT FOR 
FINE SETTINGS 


SAW BLADE ELEVATION 
(depth of ast) 

AND TLT CONTROL 
(sengie control indicated) 


and Which to Buy 


for this tool is potentially very dangerous, and 
safe practices must be learned and followed from 
first 


the very Even experienced woodworkers 


who have safely used circular saws for years 
have suffered disabling injuries in moments of 


fatigue, carelessness, or thoughtlessness 


One large insurance company recently made 


a nationwide home accident survey and found 
that 250,000 
each year in using home power tools or car- 
Manufacturers supply safety 
devices for their such as 
splitters to prevent the wood from closing in 
and binding the saw, anti-kickback fingers to 
prevent the wood from being thrown back at 
the operator. 


make the saw less convenient to operate, and 


more than persons are injured 


pentry tools 


saws, saw guards, 


Unfortunately these devices 


it is not uncommon to find saws being used 
these safety features dis- 
This is a very common 


with one or more of 
connected or removed. 
cause of accidents. 


Any power saw should have a switch that can 
be locked in the “off” with the key 
inaccessible to all but the authorized user of the 
This is necessary to protect children in 


position, 


tool. 
the home, who are strongly attracted to motor- 
driven appliances which they have seen used by 
father or by an older brother. 
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In purchasing a circular saw, there are several 
things to be considered (1) Which accessories 
and parts are included in the price? (2) Does 
the price cover delivery at the dealers, or at a 
distant factory? Freight can add substantially 
to the price The following features should be 


checked 


Table size. \ large table is important because 
will support the material being cut, particularly big 
better than a small one 


to keep this 


pieces and large panels 
Strong ribbed construction is desirable 
flat surface from going out of true with time and use 
Smooth 


circular sa Ww depends on the precision machining ol 


accurate, and dependable operation of any 


the table surface, which must be ground accurately 


smooth and flat; the milled grooves, in which th 


miter gauge slides, must be parallel to each other 

he method of mounting the table on the base or on 
the mechanism which holds the saw blade and motor 
as the case may be, is important, for it must permit 
adjustment of the table in relation to the blade. If 
the saw is to cut accurately, the saw blade must be 
parallel to the milled grooves in the table This 
should be checked at intervals 


alignment regular 


Table extensions. The surface area of the tablk 
top can be increased on most of the models listed with 
extensions which are bolted to one or two sides of the 
saw table. The extra working space they provide for 
the safer handling of large stock is well worth the 
small extra investment required where they are not 
included in the basic saw price. On some saws, the rip 
fence guide bar must be replaced with a longer one 
when table extensions are added and on others, metal 
extension pieces are furnished to lengthen the guide 


bars 


Maximum cut. 
8-inch blade is limited to 2'4 inches to 25% inches, which 


The depth of cut of a saw with an 


is sufficient to cut so-called 2 x 4's, without turning 
Tocuta “2x4 
at 45 degrees, the saw teeth must be at least 15% 


them over and making a second cut 


inches above the table 





View of a saw showing the anti- kick- 
back fingers allached to spliller to 
prevenl lumber from being kicked back 
The guard is raised and the fence 
removed in order lo show the fingers 





In ripping boards to less than 3 1 
inches wide, a push stick as shown used when culling milters 
should always be used 


Distance from the leading edge of saw blade 
to the front of the table. 
saw blade set at its maximum height, and determines 


This is measured with the 


the width ot the board that can be supported pr yperl 


by the table in crosscutting 


Arbor size. Ihe trend is towards larger ives ol 


arbors in saws and lewer saws are cing mace nowa 


days with '4-inch arbors; saws equipped with 5¢-inch 


or larger shaft diameters have larger and sturdier 


bearings and will give more accurate work 


\ poorly designed rip tence, which does 


Rip fence. 
not lock rigidly in place, cannot be expected to pro 
duce parallel and straight cuts It can spoil a lot of 
work, no matter how good the rest of the saw is 
\ long effective length and good height are desirable 
widths The 


fence should also be easy and quick to set 


features for ripping stock to accurat 


A well-machined cast-metal fence is better than 
one formed of thin sheet metal The cast types will 
stand up under heavy use and will take punishment 
that would dent and distort working faces formed 
from thin sheet metal. Holes drilled crosswise through 
the fence simplify the attachment of wood pieces to in 
crease the effective height of the fence or permit fasten 


ing ol jigs for other operations 


Look for a fence that locks securely at both the 


front and rear of the table simultaneously with a 
As mri 


removal of the fence from the tabk 


quick clamp lever action operations call for 

the fence should 
be designed so that it can be easily removed and re 
placed 


See that there are screws for resetting the fence 
In a position accurately parallel to the saw blade should 
\ legible scale at the table front 


or mip fence guide bar with a pointer 


misalignment occur 
capable ot tine 
adjustment, makes it feasible to set the fence to exact 
widths without the need of making painstaking mea 
urements with a rule or scak 

A fence that locks only at the front of th 
seldom extends the full de pth of the table and is often 


table 


inaccurat« i fence with a rear locking-knob ts clumey 


to use 





miler-qauge clamp should tbe 
ohherwise 
there ws a tendency for the work to 
creep toward the saw, resulling m 


inaccurale culs 
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Craftsmen Craftsman = Homecreft Duro 








Manulecturer Atles Atles Beever 
Model or Catalog No. 3021 9310 84 2204 9 02424 99 2216 34-500 F3013 
Base Price, $ 94.50 57.76 109.50* 39.50° 59.50° 89.50 57.00* 
Size of Table, inches 17 «22% 16%18 24 « 22 4x17 17 « 20 15 x 22 13x 17% 
Size of Table, Including Extensions, 

inches 384 « 22% 29% 18 28x17 4 «20 25 x 22 26x 17% 
Price of Extensions, $ 31.50 pr 13.50 pr 11.90 pr 13.90 pr 15.95 pr 11.95 pr. 
Maximum Cut 90°, inches 2% 24 2-11/16 2% 2% 2% 2% 
Maximum Cut 46°, inches 1% 1-11/16 1-7/16 1% 1% 1-9/16 1% 
Distance on Table Between Near Edge 

of Biade and Operator, inches 11% 8, 11% 6% oM% 11% 7% 
Right face of Biade to Fence, inches 7% 6% 13% 6 74y 24 6'y 
Right face of Blade to Fence with 

xtension, inches 18% 13% 13 16 24 12% 

Arbor Size, inches My % “% 4g M4 ‘ t 
Maximum Dado Width, inches 13/16 9/16 13/16 13/16 13/16 13/16 9/16 
Height of Fence, inches 2'4 2 2% 3 3 2 2 
Effective Length of Fence, inches 26%, 20', 22'4 17% 20 ‘4 241% 19% 
Saw Guard, 4 8.25 3.50 t t 4.30 6.25 t 
Stop Rods, $ t 1.40 t 1.05 1.05 t t 
Stand, $ 15.50 15.00 14.50 15.95 15.95 21.00 18.75 
4-hp. Motor, $ 38.75 38.75 24.50 26.50 28.95 36.95 47.50 
Motor Switch, $ t 1.75 3.00 3.9% 3.95 3.00 1.75 
Cord and Piug, $ t t ? + ; 2.00 
Motor Pulley and/or Beit, $ t t .70 t t 2.30 2.30 
Approx. Total Price, $ 174.00 117.00 138.00* 83.00* 108.00* 154.00 122.00* 





*At factory; does not include freight 
tPurnished and included in base price 
Note: Price of a stand is not included in totals 


Miter gauge. This should be of good size and cali 
brated with a clear legible scale on the quadrant for 
setting to various angles; it should swing at least 
through 60°, both to the right and left, and be gradu 
ated by degrees. A self-indexing type with automati 
stops to locate the angle of cut at 15-degree increments 
is a desirable refinement that is found on some models 
The tongue or blade should slide easily in the milled 
table slots without excessive play. There should be 
holes and thumbscrews at both sides of the miter head 
for the attachment of the stop rods either to the right 
or left of the miter gauge; holes drilled in the working 
face of the head for fastening an auxiliary wood ex 
tension can be very useful to increase the working sur 
face for crosscutting of long workpieces 

Unless the head can be adjusted to be exactly at 


Motor mounting directly on the saw cradle allows the motor to tilt 
with the blade. Even bell tension is maintained by counterbalancing 
Vole the dual belt and pulley lo minimize belt slippage 


with springs. 
and loss of power 


90 degrees with the milled grooves in the saw table 


when the scale indicates 90 degrees the cuts will not be 


accurately square, and miter cuts will be inaccurate 
It is also important that means for adjustment of auto 
matic stops be provided on miter gauges 

Pulleys. Some pulleys fit on the shaft with keys 
and setscrews; these are superior to pulleys fastened 
only with setscrews, which frequently loosen and 
score the shaft 

Safety saw guard. A guard which does not per 
mit the operator to see the cutting edge of the blade 
can be an annoyance, and the user will often remove 
such a guard, a step which is always unwise and ex 


tremely dangerous \ proper guard is designed with 
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Powr-Kraft Powr-Kraft Powr-Kraft Shopmaster Shopmaster Sprunger Turner Manufacturer 
84 3315 84 3480 & 3475 HM4 HM2 Oo 2110 Mode! or Catalog No 
38.50° 47.00* 78.00* 60.00 70.00 69.50° 136.00° Base Price, $ 
4217% 3a 17 14-3/16218 13%16 3%16 6« 18 «23 Size of Table, inches 
Size of Table, including Extensions 
26 x 17% 26x17 26% «18 23% 16 27«18 37 «23 inches 
10.95 pr 11.95 pr. ? ; 12.90 pr 30.50 pr Price of Extension, $ 
2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% Maximum Cut 90°, inches 
1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1-13/16 1% Maximum Cut 45°, inches 
Distance on Table Between Near Edge 
Bis 7% | 7% 7% By 10% of Biade and Operator, inches 
5% 5% 6 6% 10% Right face of Blade to Fence, inches 
Right face of Blade to Fence with 
11% 12% 11% "1 12% 19% Untcnsion. inches 
hy a) Sy ly Ly % ‘y Arbor Size, inches 
13/16 13/16 13/16 % y 13/16 13/16 Maximum Dado Width, inches 
2 1-0/16 2 Qty 2% ™% 2 Height of Fence, inches 
16 17 16 18 8 21% 23% Effective Length of Fence, inches 
t t t 5.45 5.45 4.85 14.50 Saw Guard, $ 
t t t t t Stop Rods, $ 
9.95 12.75 9.96 15.00 15.00 13.96 39.75 Stand, $ 
24.50 24.50 24.50 38.75 38.75 38.50 47.90 \4-hp. Motor, § 
3.00 3.00 3.00 76 75 3.00 4.60 Motor Switch, $ 
t t t t t t 2.60 Cord and Plug, $ 
1.25 ? 66 2.30 2.30 2.30 t Motor Pulley and or Beit, $ 
73.00* 84.00° 107.00* 108.00 118.00 131.00* 236.00* Approx. Total Price, $ 





























slots or cutouts which give an unobstructed view of the 
point of operation. 

The guard is mounted at the back of the saw on a 
bracket which acts as a splitter in the kerf cut by 
the saw blade and prevents the wood from binding 
and burning on the saw blade. 
anti-kickback fingers (or pawls) to prevent the ma 
terial from being thrown back at the operator should 


Some guards have 


the stock bind against the sides of the saw blade in the 
cut. A kickback can be very dangerous 

The guard and splitter must be so mounted that 
they tilt with the blade for bevel cuts 

Motor mount. The various manufacturers have 
their own ways of attaching the motor to the saw 
table 
that is rises, lowers, and tilts with the saw 
preferable. With 
pulleys are always in line, and the belt is not twisted or 
put under extra 
maintained for all depths of cut 


The method wherein the motor is mounted so 
blade is 
and saw 


this construction, motor 


strain, and uniform belt tension is 


Motor switch. For convenience, the switch should 
be located as close to the operator's position as possibl 

a switch on the motor to the rear of the saw is not 
readily and quickly accessible to the operator in an 
emergency A switch with built-in overload pro 
tection is desirable in that it may prevent a motor burn 
out. However, any such cutout switch which does not 
require to be reset manually is dangerous, for with 
the automatic-restarting type of switch, the saw will 
restart after a time and perhaps under very dangerous 


conditions 4 motor whose switch or cutout permits 
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automatic restarting should not be used or bought for 
any power saw 


Stop rods. 


cutting of a number of pieces of stock the same length 


Stop rods are helpful to facilitate the 


but they are not essential to the operation of a saw 
If one is not furnished, it can be bought at about $1 
if needed 


motor of at 

3 
og or % 
Sometimes a 


listed 


(Atlas recommends a 


Motor. The 


least 44 horsepower 


saws require a 
horsepower motor for their Model 3021.) 


saving can be made by buying a stock motor rather 
than taking the one offered by the saw manufacturer 
and bearing his nameplate. The use of a capacitor 
type motor (rather than split phase) is recommended 
the capacitor motor combines high starting torque 
and fast acceleration which are 


that will lb 


low starting current 


necessary for a saw hard service 


Saw blades. 


given 


All saws listed are furnished with a 


so-called combination blade as standard equipment 
For best results to cut with the grain of the wood 
you need a np saw and to cut across the grain, a 
crosscut saw the combination blade does both jobs 


satistactoril However, where a good deal of cutting 


is to be done, it is usually preferable to buy two blades 


one for each specific use For fine cabinet work i 


hy llow-ground combination blade, sometimes called a 


hould be 


planer saw, is necessary; it reserved for just 
this use, because it dulls rather rapidly 

Saw construction. The base of the saw may be 
formed of heavy sheet iron or be cast iron either 
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type of construc tion can be fully satisfactory Most 
saw arbors now have sealed ball bearings, which are 
protected against dirt and dust, and require no atten 
tion or lubrication for a long time, perhaps for the life 
of the saw. The way the arbor is cradled and made 
to tilt is where the designers display their greatest 
ingenuity. On some models, the tilt and elevation 
of the blade is accomplished by an arrangement ol 
cast-iron trunnions and rack and worm gearing; 
more recent models have a hinged cradle formed of 
pressed steel which is controlled for both of these 
maneuvers with a single handwheel at the front of the 
saw base. The handwheel is pushed in and turned to 
elevate the saw blade, and pulled out and turned to tlt 
it; this method of operation is very convenient if the 
saw is to be used a great deal. There should be ample 
clearance around handwheels or other controls so that 
the operator will not skin his knuckles on adjacent 


parts of the machine 


The following listings cover 8-inch tilting- 
arbor saws only. ‘Tilting-table saws, which ap- 
pear to be becoming obsolete, are not as de- 
sirable because, in making bevel cuts, the work 
is not flat or properly supported on the table; 
it is difficult to prevent spoilage due to the 
lumber creeping towards the blade, and there 
is an extreme hazard of the hands coming in 
contact with the blade. Under no circumstances 
should a saw be purchased without safety guards 
of substantial, up-to-date design 


A. Recommended 
Atlas, Model 3021 (Atlas Press Co., Kalamazoo, 


Mich.) Complete with table extensions, saw guard, 
Ly hp. motor, V-belt, and motor pulley, $174. This 
saw, without these features and without guard, is 
$94.50. Single control for both tilt and blade 
Sheet-steel fence locked 





elevation (very good) 
front and rear with cam action lever. Scale pro 
vided for rip-fence settings, and fence had pro 
vision for fine adjustment Table extensions of 
cast iron, open-grid type. Miter gauge drilled for 
stop rods and was indexed for common angles 
Motor, mounted on a spring-balanced base, tilted 
Double V-belt drive. Saw guard 


Tendency for saw 


with saw (good) 
had a clear plastic window. 
dust to collect on plastic and obstruct view of 
cutting edge of blade. Judged a well-machined tool 


ol good design 3 


B. Intermediate 


Craftsman (Sears-Roebuck's Cat. No. 9902424) 
Saw, including guard, $39.50, plus freight. Com 
plete with table extensions, 49 hp. motor, pulley 
stop rods, and V-belt, $83, plus freight. Separate 
controls for tilt and blade elevation were small 

Cast-aluminum fence locks 

front and rear with single lever. No scale provided 

Extension tables of cast 


and awkward to use 


for rip-lence settings 
iron, open-grid type Miter gauge not indexed 





for common angles 
tilted bracket which did not tilt with saw (catalog 
description was misleading as reader might infer that 
motor tilts). Saw guard of sheet metal, with. no per 
forations, obstructed view. Machine is on a base of 
light sheet metal. General construction, only fair 


lable surface was roughly machined 1 


Atlas, Model 9310 (Atlas Press Co.) Saw only (with 





Beaver 


Duro Master, Model F3013 


out guard), $57.75. Complete with table extensions, 
saw guard, stop rods, and 44 hp. motor, $117. Sepa 
rate controls for tilt and blade elevation worked well 
Sheet-steel fence locked front and rear by means 
of knob at front 6-in. scale engraved on table for 
rip-fence settings, and fence had provision for fine 
adj istment lable extensions of cast iron, open 
grid type Miter gauge was drilled for stop rods 
but not indexed for common angles Motor is 
mounted on bench and does not tilt with saw 
Saw guard of slotted sheet steel Machining of 
table was rough; otherwise judged a_ well-built 
tool 2 
(Montgomery Ward's Cat. No. 84—2294) 
Saw complete, including guard but without belt, 
switch, and motor, $109.50, plus freight. 144 hp 
motor, $24.50, plus freight. Made in Canada. No 
table extensions available. Separate controls for 
blade tilt and elevation easy to operate. Cast-steel 
fence locks front and rear with a single lever, which 
was made of cast aluminum (not a desirable ma 
terial for this application); no scale provided for rip 
fence settings. Miter gauge had stop rods and a 
good legible scale, but it was not indexed for the 
common angles. Motor tilted with saw (good). The 
saw guard is made of cast aluminum; it provided 
had anti-kickback fingers attached 
to splitter. General construction, good, but machin 


poor visibility; 


ing of table top somewhat rough 2 
Craftsman  (Sears-Roebuck’s Cat. No. 99—2216) 
~ Saw only (without guard), $59.50, plus freight 

Complete with table extensions, saw guard, 4 


hp. motor, and switch, $107.70, plus freight. Single 
control for both tilt and blade elevation worked 
well. Fence of aluminum slides poorly on aluminum 
fence bar; locks both front and rear by means of 
a single lever. No scale provided for rip-fence set 


tings Miter gauge not indexed for commonly 
used angles and lacked holes for stop rods. Table 
extensions, cast semi-steel grid type. Motor slides 


horizontally but does not tilt with saw. Saw guard 
of sheet steel with no perforations obstructed user's 
view of the saw blade. General construction, fair: 
machining of table somewhat coars« 2 


Duro Metal Products 





Co., 2651 N. Kildare Ave., Chicago 39) Saw, includ 
ing guard, $57, plus freight. Complete with ! 
motor, motor switch, cord, and plug, $122, plus 
freight. Separate controls for tilt and blade elevation 
somewhat difficult to operate. Sheet-steel fence had 


2 hp 


two levers at front to lock it front and rear; no 
scale was provided for rip-fence settings Table 
extensions of cast iron, open-grid type Miter 


gauge drilled for stop rods but not indexed (with 
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Motor mounts on a separate 





detents) for the common angles Motor is separate disad vantage Had scale for mp-tence settings 





ly mounted but tilts with saw arbor (good The also provision for fine adjustment of rip fence 
saw guard is of sheet steel, slotted to improve Table extensions of cast-iron open-grid type. Miter 
visibility \ sturdy well-built saw which should gauge had stop rods and was indexed for common 
be adequate for most home workshop us« 2 angles Motor tilts as a unit with saw (good 
Powr-Kraft Heavy-Duty (Montgomery Ward's Cat the saw guard, made of sheet metal, provided good 
Amelia AR, Manel, visibility Splitter equipped with anti-kickbach 


‘No 843475 Saw, including guard, and with 














fingers 3 
table extensions and pulley, $78, plus freight. Com 
plete with 44 hp. motor and V-belt, $107, plus 
freight. Made in Canada. Separate controls for 
blade tilt and elevation, easy to operate. Rip fence C. Not Recommended 
locked with a turn knob at front only (a disadvan 
tage), and fence did not extend the full depth of Powr-Kraft Montgomery Ward's Cat. N S4 
the table Rip-fence scale on front of fence bar 3315) Saw, including guard, $38.50, plus freight 
Table extensions of solid cast tron Miter gauge Complete th table extensior l6 hp. motor, belt 
equipped with stop rods but not indexed for com and pull $73.50, plus freight Separate control 
mon angles. Motor did not ult with saw as is de knobs for tlt and blade elevation worked wel 
sirable The saw guard is slotted to improve visi Cast-iron fence locked with a turn knob at front 
bility and had anti-kickback fingers attached to the only (a disadvantage) and did not extend the full 
splitter General construction and machining, depth of the tabk No scale provided for rip-fence 
good 2 settings lable extensions of solid cast iron. Miter 
Sprunger, Model D (Sprunger Bros., Inc., Topeka, gauge lacked holes for stop rods and was not i 
Ind.) Saw only (without guard), $69.50, plus freight dexed for er py wd Motor did not tilt with 
Complete with table extensions, saw guard, '4 hp saw as would | lestralie saw guard of sheet 
motor, pulley, and V-belt, $131. Separate controls metal, with no perforati ~ onstrut ted view 
for tilt and blade elevation operated satisfactorily Machining, rough and not well finished I 
Fence of cast aluminum with a single lever to lock Powr-Kraft Montyomer Ward's Cat. N s4 
it front and rear Had scale for mp-fence setting 3480) Saw, including guard, $46.95, plus freight 
also provision for fine adjustment of mp fence Complete with ext ion table ind '4 hp. motor 
Table extensions of cast iron of open-grid type $84, plus freight ungle control for both tilt and 
Miter gauge not drilled for stop rods or indexed for blade eclevation, b swing action lacked « ter 
common angles Motor tilts as a unit with saw balancing and was thus difficult to set to desired 
good Saw guard of cast aluminum with slots angle Sheet-steel tence locked with a turn knob 
provided fairly good visibility Judged a well at front onl i disadvantage) and did not extend 
made saw with many good features which ar the full depth of the tabl No scale was provided 
partly offset by poor miter gauge 2 for mp-fence settings lable extensions of cast 
Delta Homecraft, Model 34-500 (Rockwell Mig iron open-grid type Miter gauge drilled for stop 
~ Co., 400 N Lexington Ave., Pittsburgh 8) Saw rods but not indexed (with detents) for common 
only (without guard), $89.50. Complete with ex angles; the miter-gauge scale is hard to read be 
tension tables, 44 hp. motor, switch, pulley, V-belt cause of its aluminum finish. Motor did not tilt 
and saw guard, $154. Had separate controls for with saw, as would be desirable. Saw guard of sheet 
tilt and blade elevation which were easy to operate metal slotted for visibilit Machine is on a base 
Scale was provided for rip-fence settings Sheet of light sheet metal (,eneral construction, fair 
steel fence locked with turn knobs at the front and machining, good ! 
rear but was difficult to align with the saw blade Shopmaster, Model HM2 Shopmaster nv 
for accurate ripping Table extensions, solid cast Minneapolis Saw onl without guard $70 
iron Miter gauge was indexed for the common Complete with 44 hp. motor, table extension iw 
angle settings and drilled for stop rods Motor guard, et S118 lable of aluminum, not a de 
was mounted on a hinged bracket on the saw cradle sirable material for this purpose, as miter-gauge 
and tilted with it (desirable Saw guard of slotted slots are likely to wear rapidly and become in 
cast aluminum (de luxe model at $12.75 extra 1 accurate Separate controls for tilt and blade 
equipped with kickback fingers) Workmanship elevation somewhat difficult to operate Fence of 
and machining, good, but poor fence design greatly aluminum with single lever to lock it at front and 
reduces the desirability of this tool 3 rear Scale prov ided for rip-lence setting Miter 
Walker Turner, Model 2110 (Walker-Turner Diy gauge was drilled for stop rods but not indexed for 
~ Ke arney & Trecker Corp Plainheld, N. J Saw common angles lable extensions of sheet steel 
only (without evard), $136 plus freight Complete Motor did not tilt with saw Saw guard of clear 
with table extensions, saw guard, 44 hp. motor plastic (see comment under Alas 3021). Machine 
switch, cord, etc., $236, plus freight Separate is on a base of light sheet metal 2 
controls for tilt and blade elevation were easy to Shopmaster, Model HM4 (Shopmaster, Inc.) Saw 
operate. Cast-aluminum fence did not extend for the only (without guard), $60. See comments on Model 
full depth of the table and locked at the front only 4 HM2 2 
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Electric Skillets 


gone which used to be confined largely 
to the kitchen and the kitchen stove, has 
been moving around lately In the summer, 
millions of meals are prepared on outdoor bar 
becues or charcoal grills. Now the ad-men want 
mother to set up shop on the dining room table 
broiler, skillet, deep-fat fryer, 
coffee maker, and other appliances 

At-the-table cooking may 
convenient in the ads, but it will take 
planning if one is to avoid a cluttered tabk 
electrical circuit will be 
the skillets tested 
lor example, require about two thirds the ca 
pacity of Some of the 
skillets also would be likely to injure the finish 
if placed directly on a good dining table as they 
radiate heat table 


that were unsatisfactory or questionable in this 


with an electri 


be glamorous and 
a lot of 
Usually a separate 


needed lor each appliance; 


a normal house circuit. 


downward to the Those 
are so noted in the listings 

skillets 
table-top temperatures, as well as temperatures 
of the handles likely to be 
touched in use, after the pans had been on at 


respect 


ests of the included measuring of 


and other parts 


their highest settings. Performance and ease of 
use were judged in frying eggs, and in making 
pineapple-upside-down cake, and Welsh rarebit 
in each Energy consumed in bringing a 
quart of water to a boil was measured to com 
pare efficiency of the skillets to that of an ele 
The Roto, built with an old-fashioned 


pan 


tric range 
type of heating unit (open-coil, in effect 
the only one that was significantly less efficient 


, was also 


Among the most impor 
breakdown 


than an electric range 
tant tests were those for electrical 
and leakage current to determine safety of the 
appliances from the standpoint of shock hazard 

E-venness of heating was judged in the cook- 
temperature measure 
ments across the surface of the pans. Accuracy 
of the thermostats was measured at 250 degrees 


ing tests, as well as by 


and at the highest settings, as shown in the 








Checking the thermostat accuracy The thermocouples are 
ummersed in oil and the pyrometer records temperature of the 
pan. The cork being held against the handle has a thermo 
couple imbedded in ut and is used to determine temperatures 


of exposed parts that might be touched by the user 


thermocouples immersed in a 
All were 


at one or both settings, and some were off by as 


illustration, by 
special oil in the skillets. inaccurate 
much as 50 degrees 

Skillets which 
or partly in water are 


may be immersed completely 


more convenient to clean 


than the others (Always unplug the skillet 
before cleaning it Those with two handles 
Dominion, Dormeyer, and Nelson) are much 


easier to hold and carry 

The unguarded terminal pins in the base of 
some skillets (Du-Wal, Roto, and Magic Fry) are 
a hazard, but in any event, and whether the pins 
are guarded or not, the line cord should not be 
left in the wall socket at any time when the 
other end is not attached to the pan It is de- 
sirable to have an indicator light on the pan to 


Left lo right Roto Vesco, 


Dormever 
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Left lo right: Westinghouse, 
Magic Fry, Dominion 


show when the heating element is on. The Roto 
and Nelson had none, and Du-Wal and Magi 
Fry had as an indicating device a short section 
of heating element coiled behind a window 
This glowed when the heater was hot, but re 
acted slowly and is less desirable than the small 
light bulb used on the others 

rhe first price given is the list price; this is 
followed by the price actually paid by CR at 
department stores and discount stores 


A. Recommended 


General Electric, Cat. No. 15C26 
Corp., Bridgeport, Conn.) $19.95. Aluminum lid, 
$3 extra. Bought for $17.21 with lid included 
Specifications: 115 volts a.c. only; 1150 watts (1220 

Weight, 434 Ib.; depth, 154 in.; 

diameter, 104% in $3 qt. Listed by U7 

Temperature control marked: Off, 160° to 400° in 

Sealed construc 


(,ern ral | lex trie 





watts measured) 
capacity 
10° divisions. Has indicator light 
tion. According to instructions, skillet may be im 
mersed in water to the indicator light at end of 
handle 
Performance: Cooked and fried foods satisfactoril) 
Baked upside down cake judged acceptable Heat 


Only pan tested that had steam vent in lid 


ing of bottom of pan was even Temperature ol 
table top under skillet during baking was satisfa 
torily low Plastic handle remained satisfactorily) 
cool; however, a metal collar next to the pan was 
hot enough to burn the user and a screw under 
handle was very hot This skillet passed tests for 
electrical safety 
Westinghouse, Cat. No. EFPS5S5!1 
Corp., Mansfield Ohio) $22.95 
$3 extra. Bought for $18.20 with lid included 
Specifications: 115 volts a.c. only; 1150 watts (1200 
Weight, 544 lb.; depth, 1% in.; 
capacit 3 qt No UL 
Warm, 


Westinghouse 











( oppet tone lid 


watts measured) 
width, 91% in 


Square } 
label Temperature control marked: Off 
200° to 425° in 25° divisions 


Has indicator light 


Lai to right GE. Nelson. 


Du-Wal 
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Dormeyer, Model 6400 





The element is sealed in, and according to instruc 


tions, pan may be immersed in water up to the dial 
end of handle 

Performance: (Cooked and fried foods satislactorily 
but the cake was too moist. Heating of the bottom 
of the pan was sore what uneven, with corners 
cooler than center portion. Temperatures of table 
top under the pan during baking were satisfactorily 


low Passed tests for electrical safety 


B. Intermediate 
Dominion, Model 2201 


Mansfield, Ohio) $17.95. Polished aluminum lid 

$2.50 extra. Bought for $15.34 with lid and French 

fry basket included 

Specifications: 115 volts a.c. only 
We ght 5! 2 Ib 
capacity, 4 qt 


Dominion Electric Corp 





1100 watts (1130 
depth 2% in 

Listed by 
Warm, 


Indicator 


watts measured 
width, 9° in 
Ul Temperature control marked: Off 
Sim ind 230° to 420° in 25° divisions 


mjpuare 


light shows when current is on. Small auxiliary 


handle opposite the main handle (desirable) for ease 
in carrying. Sealed-in heating element; according 
to instructions, pan may be immersed up to thermo 
stat housing for cleaning 

Performance: Cooked foods satisfactorily Fried foods 


were slightly uneven. Cake was too moist. Heating 


of the bottom of the pan was uneven. Temperature 
on table under pan during baking satisfactorily low 


Handles 
other part 


thermostat knob, appliance plug, and 


became too hot to touch Passed tests 


for electrical safet Large temperature errors 
Chicago) 


Bought 


Dormever ¢ orp 
$19.95, French-fry basket and lid included 


for $17 95 


Specifications: 110-120 volts a.c. onl 1150 watts 
(1090 watts measured Weight, 544 Ib depth, 
314 in.; diameter, 944 in.; capacity, 444 qt. Listed 


by Ul Temperature control marked: Off, Low 
250° to 450° in 25° division Has indicator light 


and a small auxiliary handle opposite the main handle 





e 27 





4 


according to instructions, pan may be completely 
immersed in water, but 1 of 2 samples developed 
very high electrical leakage after being immersed 
Performance: Cooked foods fairly well Fried foods 
uneven. Cake was uneven. Heating of the bottom 
of the pan was uneven. Temperature of table top 
under pan was satisfactory, but metal part of handle 
and appliance plug were too hot. Pan was much too 
heavy and unbalanced to carry, and if the handle 
were gripped close to the pan for better balance, one 
would likely be burned by the metal part of the 
handle, which reached a temperature of over 300 
lerminal pins in the base were unguarded hazard 
ous) (One otf two samples had EXCessi ve leakage 
current when new (some shock hazard before im 
mersion test 


Magic Fry, Model EP-44 (Empire Products, Chi 


cago $39.95 printed on the carton Bought for 
$8.95 with lid included 
Specifications: 110-120 volts onl 1150 watts 
Weight, 444 Ib.; depth, 144 in.; diameter, 11 
capacity sl, qt No UL label 
had very high leakage currents 
stitute a serious shock hazard, no 
carried out Applian e€ was not tol 
On the Roto the frying pan is removable from the healing Nesco Fryryte, Model 5411 Nes 
element and base so thal the pan uself may be unmersed in ville iil $19.95 \luminutrna 
waler for washing. Note the heating coil which would be very tought for $15.30 with lid includes 


hazardous when exposed, if the cord were left plugged in 
, , Specifications: 110-120 volts a 
ior ease in carrying both de irate : dey I 5 
j Listed 
ment not sealed 
Performance: Cooked and fried foods satisfactoril 
Cake was acceptable Heating of bottom of pan 


was uneven Temperature of table under skillet ’ 
( 


Roto RB-SK Ka Metal Special tic 


low Handles and appliance plug were too hot 
Island (¢ t $19.95 wit! lid incl ded 


Passed electrical test Large te mperature errors 
Nelson, Cat. No. 1100 The Nelson Machine & Mfg lor $9.95 


( Ashtabula, Ohi Specifications: 120 volts a.c. on 1050 watts (960 
oO . i ila ‘ ‘ ! 
. ed 
Bought for $12.88 valtt mea ! 
Specifications: 115 volt diameter, 10 | pacity, 372 qt : labet 
, : Der re contr narkes oO 0” to 
watt measured) Weight lem mart 1 tl Ld 
) ‘ ‘ ' ¥ 
width 94 m qjuare ‘ 420° | ots No indi a . Heating 


label Temperature control marked: Off, Lo 
to 460° in 20° division No indicator ligl 


Immet 


handles. one on each side of van Heating lig Element ts o the undesiral 
Performance: Cooked and fried 


not m iled ‘ : 
ake wa sa tistiac 


Performance: Fried and cooked foods, satisfacto 
, ) tl pan Vv sun 
( ake acceptable Heating of the hottom of the . . pe -— 
bl »D ler pan and handl 
pan was slightly uneves Temperature of table to ' led 
\ ! ton hi vuardaet tern 
under legs was too high Pemperature of handl weeN . 
) ' yuar op 
and appliance plug, too high Passed tests for ele irded 
> 


ement 


trical safety Large temperature errors . 
Che follow: listings are co sed from (CR 


C. Not Recommended BULLETIN, November 1954 
Du-Wal, Model F-1 Du-Wal, Ine., River ¢ 
Ill.) $19.95, plus $3 for lid Bought for $12 
lid included Presto Automatic-Flectri 
Specifications: 110-120 volts a. only 1150 ~ Presto Industries | 
(1150 watts measured Weight, 646 Ib ' Metal cover, $3. extra 
244 in.; diameter, 9%4 in.; capacity, 4 qt ol cleaning 
label. Temperature control marked: Off, Low, 25 Sunbeam Frypan, Model F I 
to 400° in 50° divisions. Had slow-indicat 50 $20 Metal 


indicater light (see text). Has sealed-in element mersed up to dial on 


B. Intermediate 
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Ratings of Motion Pictures 


HIS section aims to give critical consumers a 

digest ol opinion irom a wide range olf mo 
tion picture reviews, including the motion px 
ture trade press, leading newspapers and maga- 
zines The 


motion picture ratings which follow thus do not 


some 19 different periodicals in all 


the judgment of a single person, but 


represent 
analysis of critics’ reviews 


are based on an 


Box Office 


sources of the reviews are 
D New N. ¥ he Exhobul 


Current Mots 


Cu 


Cah 


ase « he D. A. R. Po cu ene / 
tant Mot I e Con The Tat Time, Var we 


The figures eding the title of the picture 
the number of critics whose judgments 
of its entertainment ol 
A (recommended B not 
recommended 
Audience suitability 
adults, ‘‘Y for young people (14-18), 
for children, ; 
Descriptive abbreviations are as follows 


me mehouira 


pres 
indicate 
values warrant a rating 


intermediate), or ¢ 


is indicated by ‘‘A"’ for 
and ‘‘¢ 


it the end of each line 


adventure 
rie mu ‘ 


t ul i ident ’ weet 


Abbott and Costello Meet the 
Mummy 

Adventures of Sadie, The 
(British) 

African Lion, The 

African Manhunt 

Ain't Misbehavin’ 

Air Strike 

Angela 

Apache Ambush 

Apache Woman 

Bar Sinister, The 

Bed, The (French) 

Bedevilled 

Bengazi 

Betrayed Women 

Big Bluff, The 

Big Knife, The 

Big Tip Off, The 

Blood Alley 

Break to Freedom (British 

Bring Your Smile Along 

Bullet for Joey, A 

Case of the Red Monkey 
(British) 

Cell 2455, Death Row 

Chicago Syndicate 

City of Shadows 

Cobweb, The 

Count Three and Pray 

Court Martial (British) 

Creature with the Atom Brain 


ri-mel 
war-dr-« 
ar-mel 


nt td 
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Daddy Long Legs 
Dam Busters, The (British 
Davy Crockett King of the 
Wild Frontier hog 
Day to Remember, A (British 
Deep Blue Sea, The (British) 
Desert Sands 
Desperate Hours 
Devil Goddess 
Dial Red O 
Divided Heart, The (British 
Don Juan's Night of Love 
Italian 
Double Jeopardy 
Duel on the Mississippi 


Fight O'Clock Walk (British 
E.nd of the Affair, The (British) 
Escape to Burma 

Eternal Sea, The 


Far Horizons, The 
Female on the Beach 
Finger Man 
Five Against the House 
Five Guns West 
Footsteps in the Fog 
Fort Yuma 
Foxfire 
Francis in the Navy 
Front Page Story (British 
Gentlemen Marry 
Brunettes mit mri 
Girl in the Red Velvet Swing, 
The 
Girl Rush, The 
Gran Varieta (Italian) 
Great Adventure, The 
Green Magik 
Gun that Won the West, The we 


rt ta ” 


war - me 


mel-c A) 
ar 
ri-mci 
crt-meci 
mel 
ri-me 
wi¢i-< 


ar-<« 


dr 


rit ‘ m-« 


mils 


Hamido (Egyptian 
Headline Hunters 
Hell's Island 
High Society 
Hiroshima 
Japanese 
Hold Back Tomorrow 
House of Bamboo 
How to Be Very, Very 
Popular 


propaganda-war-dr 
dr 


crt-mel-<« 


| Am a Camera 
I Cover the Underworld 
| Died a Thousand Times 
Illegal 
It's Always Fair Weather 
Jump Into Hell 
Kentuckian, The 
Killer's Kiss 
King Dinosaur 
King’s Thief, The 
Kiss Me Deadly 
Kiss of Fire 
Lady and the Tramip 
Lady Godiva 
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The Consumers’ Observation Post 
(Continued from page 4) 


American-made automobiles. According to The Wall Street Journal, sales of 
all foreign makes in some eight months of 1955 were less than 1 percent of 
the total U.S. autos sold. The demand, however, for the German Volkswagen 
was sufficiently great (13,000 for the first 7 months of 1955) that the 
company has bought the Studebaker-—Packard assembly plant in New Brunswick, 
N.J., to assemble vehicles on a mass-production basis. The new model will 
be priced at $2395. The current model, which received an A-Recommended 
rating in CR Bulletin for July 1955, has a four-cylinder air-cooled engine 
mounted in the rear with the luggage compartment in front under the hood. 
The small, snub-nosed standard sedan seats four persons, can be parked 
easily in little space, and averaged 37 to 46 miles per gallon, depending 
on the speed. It is a tough, dependable car, and needs no water or anti- 
freeze, as American cars do. 





* * *# 


SUPERSIZE BEDS are becoming sufficiently popular to cause trouble in 
the industry. Sheets, blankets, mattresses, and tuck-in mattress pads for 
the so-called king-size beds are difficult to find and often expensive. 
The National Association of Bedding Manufacturers has felt obliged to take 
the initiative in setting up a committee to study size standardization of 
sleep equipment in order to bring some order out of the chaos in the field 

ae 


WHAT CONSUMERS LOOK FOR IN CARPETS was the subject of a survey this 
past spring. Of 8000 consumers interviewed in New York, Cleveland, De- 
troit, and Chicago, 60 percent, according to Retailing Daily, said their 
most important consideration was durability, how well the carpet would 
wear; 18 percent said their choice would be affected by ease of mainte- 
nance. Other factors were color, price, and fiber. In the matter of main- 
tenance, attempts are being made to reduce soiling of the new light-colored 
carpets by including Ludox, a soil-retardant, in the wash water when rugs 


are processed by the professional rug cleaner. It is reported to have no 
adverse effect on carpet fibers, but one mill which is using a soil-re- 
tardant on new carpets also adds a softening agent to overcome the stiffen- 
ing effect of the product on the carpet yarns. This company applies it to 
all new carpets except all-wool, which soils less rapidly than other 
fibers. So far there are no rugs or carpets which can be guaranteed 
against shrinkage, which seems to be influenced largely by the type of 
backing used, according to the National Institute of Rug Cleaning. 
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Q gift that lasts 
the whole year through 





For particular people who want the best, a year's subscrip 
tion to Consumers’ Research is a welcome gift that enables 
them to make their purchases with discrimination. Best of 
all, cach month will bring a reminder of your good judg 
ment. There's a convenient order form on the next page 
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YOUR AUTOMOBILE’S EXHAUST SYSTEM should be carefully checked at this 
time of the year. During cold weather when windows are tightly closed, a 
very small proportion of carbon monoxide, an ingredient of exhaust gas, in 
the air that is breathed can cause nausea very quickly and can kill an 
occupant in 30 minutes, advised a weekly news magazine. Among the safety 
precautions to be observed are: Keep at least one window open part way 
when driving; Don’t park with the engine idling for very long; Watch 
children and older people particularly, since they may succumb quickly to 
poisoning by carbon monoxide. ills os 

THE FESTIVITIES AND MERRIMENT of the Christmas season can be ruined if 
care is not taken with the family Christmas tree and other decorations. 
Since trees are highly combustible, safety experts recommend buying as 
small a one as possible and keeping it outdoors until it is trimmed. When 
it is brought inside, experts recommend making a diagonal cut in the trunk 
about an inch from one end and placing it in a receptable that contains 
water extending above the level of the cut. Never place a Christmas tree 
near a hot radiator, fireplace, or warm-air inlet, or other source of heat. 
Make certain that strings of electric lights for trimming have no frayed 
cords and that they bear the Underwriters’ seal of approval. Always use 
ornaments that are fire retardant and avoid hanging arty —— 





since a piece of it in a light socket can cause a short 

lights should never be left on when the family retires 

If paper and cotton ornaments are used, they may be mad@ 

applying or dipping them in a solution made by adding 9 5 

4 ounces of boric acid to 1 gallon of water. Christmas 

the house for decoration should so far as possible be k THE I 
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Just fill out and return this blank with the indicated remittance to Consumers’ 
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THE CONVENIENCE 


We will send an attractive announcement of your 


GIFT FOR SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 


$6.50 (Canada & foreign, $7.00) for one year's 
subscription to Consumers’ Research Bulletin 
monthly (12 issues) AND the new 1955-56 
Annual Bulletin. 


Name 


Address 


$4.00 (Canada & foreign, $4.50) for one year's 
subscription to Consumers’ Research Bulletin 
monthly (12 issues). 


enewal Annual Bulletin 
- 7 - , $4.25 (Canada & foreign, $4.50) for a subscrip- 
tion to the 1955-56 Annual Bulletin alone. 


GIFT FOR GIFT CARD FROM 


Name 


Address 
Enclosed $ 


The gift subscriptions to Consumers’ Research 
Bulletin will begin with the December issue 
O New Kenewal Annual Bulletin unless you direct us otherwise CR-12-55 
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YOUR AUTOMOBILE’S EXHAUST SYSTEM should be carefully checked at this 
time of the year. During cold weather when windows are tightly closed, a 
very small proportion of carbon monoxide, an ingredient of exhaust gas, in 
the air that is breathed can cause nausea very quickly and can kill an 
occupant in 30 minutes, advised a weekly news magazine. Among the safety 
precautions to be observed are: Keep at least one window open part way 
when driving; Don’t park with the engine idling for very long; Watch 
children and older people particularly, since they may succumb quickly to 
poisoning by carbon monoxide. A 
a 

THE FESTIVITIES AND MERRIMENT of the Christmas season can be ruined if 
care is not taken with the family Christmas tree and other decorations. 
Since trees are Sane combustible, safety experts recommend buying as 
small a one as possible and keeping it outdoors until it is trimmed. When 
it is brought inside, experts recommend making a diagonal cut in the trunk 
about an inch from one end and placing it in a receptable that contains 
water extending above the level of the cut. Never place a Christmas tree 
near a hot radiator, fireplace, or warm-air inlet, or other source of heat. 
Make certain that strings of electric lights for trimming have no frayed 
cords and that they bear the Underwriters’ seal of approval. Always use 
ornaments that are fire retardant and avoid hanging tinsel near the lights 
since a piece of it in a light socket can cause a short circuit. Tree 
lights should never be left on when the family retires or leaves the house. 
If paper and cotton ornaments are used, they may be made fire retardant by 
applying or dipping them in a solution made by adding 9 ounces of borax and 
4 ounces of boric acid to 1 gallon of water. Christmas greens used about 
the house for decoration should so far as possible be kept fresh by placing 
the cut ends in water. 
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COMING 


in Consumers’ Research Bulletin 


Electric Shavers 


Craftsman 
Craftsman 25 
Kobler Triplex 
Norelco 
Remington Contour 
Remington 60 Deluxe 
Ronson 

Ru Rita Fernbrook 
Schick Custom 
Schick 20 

Schick 25 


Sunbeam Shavemaster 


1956 Automobiles 


Ford Custom 6 
Mercury 


Incandescent Lamps 


Champion 
General Electric 
Sylvania 


Westinghouse 





